HOMILY OF HISHOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

“Thewitness of the Apostle Peter remindsusthat our truerefuge
istrust in God”

Dear Brothers and Ssters!

On this Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, the principa pa-
trons of Rome, we welcome with joy and gratitude the Del egation sent
by the Ecumenical Patriarch, our venerable and beloved brother
Bartholomaios, and led by Metropolitan loannis. Let us ask the Lord
that this visit too may strengthen our fraternal bonds as we journey
toward that full communion between the two sister Churches which
we so greatly desire.

“Now | am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me
from the hand of Herod” (Acts 12:11). When Peter began his ministry
to the Christian community of Jerusalem, great fear was still inthe air
because of Herod's persecution of members of the Church. There had
been the killing of James, and then the imprisonment of Peter himself,
inorder to placate the people. While Peter wasimprisoned and in chains,
he heard the voice of the angel telling him, “Get up quickly... dress
yourself and put on your sandals... Put on your mantle and follow
me!” (Acts 12:7-8). The chainsfell from him and the door of the prison
opened before him. Peter realized that the Lord had “ rescued him from
the hand of Herod”; he realized that the Lord had freed him from fear
and from chains. Yes, the Lord liberates us from every fear and from
all that enslaves us, so that we can be truly free. Today’s liturgical
cel ebration expresses this truth well in the refrain of the Responsorial
Psalm: “The Lord has freed me from all my fears’.

The problem for us, then, is fear and looking for refuge in our



pastoral responsibilities.

| wonder, dear brother bishops, arewe afraid? What areweafraid
of? And if we are afraid, what forms of refuge do we seek, in our pas-
toral life, to find security? Do we look for support from those who
wield worldly power? Or do we |et oursel ves be deceived by the pride
which seeks gratification and recognition, thinking that these will of -
fer us security? Dear brother bishops, where do we find our security?

Thewitness of the Apostle Peter remindsusthat our truerefuge
istrust in God. Trust in God banishes all fear and sets us free from
every form of slavery and all worldly temptation. Today the Bishop of
Rome and other bishops, particularly the metropolitans who have re-
ceived the pallium, feel challenged by the example of Saint Peter to
assess to what extent each of us puts his trust in the Lord.

Peter recovered this trust when Jesus said to him three times:
“Feed my sheep” (Jn 21: 15,16,17). Peter thrice confessed hislovefor
Jesus, thus making up for his threefold denial of Christ during the
passion. Peter still regrets the disappointment which he caused the
Lord on the night of his betrayal. Now that the Lord asks him: “Do
you love me?’, Peter does not trust himself and his own strength, but
instead entrusts himself to Jesus and his mercy: “Lord, you know ev-
erything; you know that | love you” (Jn 21:17). Precisely at this mo-
ment fear, insecurity and cowardice dissipate.

Peter experienced how God'sfidelity isalways greater than our
acts of infidelity, stronger than our denials. He realizes that the God's
fidelity dispels our fears and exceeds every human reckoning. Today
Jesus also asks us: “Do you love me?’. He does so because he knows
our fearsand our struggles. Peter shows ustheway: weneed totrustin
the Lord, who “knows everything” that isin us, not counting on our
capacity to befaithful, but on hisunshakable fidelity. Jesus never aban-
donsus, for he cannot deny himself (cf.2 Tim 2:13). Heisfaithful. The
fidelity which God constantly showsto us pastors, far in excess of our
merits, is the source of our confidence and our peace. The Lord's fi-
delity to us keeps kindled within us the desire to serve him and to

serve our sisters and brothers in charity.

The love of Jesus must suffice for Peter. He must no longer
yield to the temptation to curiosity, jealousy, as when, seeing John
nearby, he asks Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?’ (Jn 21:21). But
Jesus, before such temptations, says to him in reply: “What is it to
you? Follow me” (Jn 21:22). Thisexperience of Peter isamessagefor
ustoo, dear brother archbishops. Today the L ord repeatsto me, to you,
and to all pastors: Follow me! Waste no timein questioning or in use-
less chattering; do not dwell on secondary things, but look to what is
essential and follow me. Follow me without regard for the difficulties.
Follow mein preaching the Gospel. Follow me by the witness of alife
shaped by the grace you received in baptism and holy orders. Follow
me by speaking of me to those with whom you live, day after day, in
your work, your conversations and among your friends. Follow me by
proclaiming the Gospel to all, especially to the least among us, so that
no one will fail to hear the word of life which sets us free from every
fear and enables us to trust in the faithfulness of God. Follow me!

(Holy father Pope Francis’'s homily during the Mass of the Feast
of Saints Peter and Paul, which was celebrated at St. Peter’s Basilica
on 29 June 2014)
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PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 2014

ELECTED MEMBERS

CHENGANNUR

01) Jiji Joseph Punthala 02) David Chacko Elanjimel
03) Saramma Benny Elanjimel

KADAMPANADU

01) Thomaskutty Parakuttam

02) Jose Mathew Kadampanadu

03) Sherly Mathew, Karumthottuva

KOLLAM

01) Sunil Mathew Kadapakada  02) Deepu Perumpuzha
03) Mrs. Lillykutty Kalluvathukal.

MAVELIKARA

01) Sgji John Paickatteth, Karimulackal

02) Dr. John T Abraham, Kayamkulam

03) Antony Plathara, Puthiyacavu

04) Mrs. Leelamma Thiruvalil, Punnammodu
05) Mrs. Jaseentha John, Kattanam

PUTHOOR

01) Mr. K.O Raju Kadakampallil, Puthoor
02) C.P James Puthenpurayil, Pallickavila
03) Mrs. Jolly Lawrence, Marnad
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Fr. Immanuel Punthalavila

Rt. Rev. John Puthenvilayil Corepiscopo

Fr. Jose Kadakampallil

Feast Day
Fr. Thomas Panicker Kattanam
Fr. Thomas Panicker PG
Fr. Thomas Cherupushpabhavan
Fr. Oommen Padi purackal
Fr. Kaleb Cheruvallil
Fr. Thomas Puthenparampil
Fr. Benedict Perumuttathu
Fr. Kuriakose Thiruvalil
Fr. Jacob Kizhakkumkara
Fr. Vijayanand Edayil aveettil
Fr. George Berthalomeo
Fr. John Jacob Vadakkethil

July 25
July 27
July 27

July 03
July 03
July 03
July 03
July 03
July 03
July 11
July 15
July 25
July 25
July 25
July 25

Programme Diary of His Grace

Date

01
02
03

04

05

06

07

08

09
10
11

12

Venue / Function

Chethana

Corepiscopo, Remban Installation/ Bathery

Chengannur
Kottayam
Thottapally

Catholicate Centre-Pattom/ Synodal
Commission for Social Action

Pattom Cathedral

Trivandrum/ KCBC Commission for
Harmony

Ampalthumkala

Mavelikara Cathedral/ Vincent De Paul
Elamad

Education Meet

PF Meet

Chethipuzha

Chengannur/ Padayathra
Kunnam-Mavelikara/ Padayathra
Puthiyacavu/ Padayathra
Corepiscopo Installation/ Puttur
Kollam/ Padayathra

Nallila/ Padayathra

Nallila/ Padayathra

Narickal

Pattom Cathedral

Time

09.30 AM

07.00 AM
02.00 PM
04.00 PM

10.00 AM
08.00 AM

03.00 PM
09.00 AM
02.00 PM
11.00 AM
06.00 PM
07.00 PM
10.00 AM
02.00 PM
05.30 PM
06.00 AM

08.00 AM
06.00 PM

06.30 AM
09.30 AM
05.30 PM



13

14

15

16-18
19
20
21-24
25

26

28 -
Aug 02

03
04
05
06-08

Kalluvathukal/ Padayathra
Odanavattom
Karammoodu/ Padayathra
Narickal

Pattom Cathedral

Pattom Cathedral

Malankara major Seminary/ Malankara
Gulf Meet

Bangalore/ CBCI Standing Committee
Madras

Kallumala

Kunnoth/ Major Seminary Retreat
Ramanchira

Karichal

Amalagiri/ Mathai Vilanilam Trust Meet
Pala/ Alphonsa Church

Guwhaty/ Diocesan Annual Retreat
AUGUST

Pathanapuram

Villoor

POC/ KCBC

Bangalore/ CBCI Standing Committee Meet

06.30 AM
02.30 PM
06.30 AM
11.00 AM
05.30 PM
08.30 AM

04.00 PM

07.00 AM

09.30 AM
03.00 PM
05.00 PM
11.00 AM

03.00 PM
03.00 PM



