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“Jesus did many other signsin the presence of thedisciples,
which are not written in thisbook” (Jn 20:30). The Gospel isthe
book of God's mercy, to be read and reread, because everything
that Jesus said and did is an expression of the Father’s mercy.
Not everything, however, waswritten down; the Gospel of mercy
remains an open book, in which the signs of Christ’sdisciples—
concrete acts of love and the best witnessto mercy — continue to
bewritten. We are all called to become living writers of the Gos-
pel, heralds of the Good News to al men and women of today.
We do thisby practicing the corporal and spiritua worksof mercy,
which are the hallmarks of the Christian life. By means of these
simpleyet powerful gestures, even when unseen, we can accom-
pany the needy, bringing God’ stenderness and consolation. Thus
continuesthe great work of Jesus on Easter day, when he poured
into the hearts of hisfearful disciplesthe Father’s mercy, bring-
ing them the Holy Spirit who forgives sins and bestows joy.

At the same time, the story we have just heard presents an
evident contrast: there isthe fear of the disciples, who gathered
behind closed doors; and then there is the mission of Jesus, who
sends them into the world to proclaim the message of forgive-
ness. This contrast may also be present in us, experienced as an
interior struggle between a closed heart and the call of love to
open doors closed by sin. It is a call that frees us to go out of
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ourselves. Christ, who for love entered through doors barred by
sin, death and the powers of hell, wants to enter into each one of
us to break open the locked doors of our hearts. Jesus, who by
hisresurrection has overcomethefear and dread which imprison
us, wishes to throw open our closed doors and send us out. The
path that the Risen Master showsusisaoneway street, it goesin
only one direction: this means that we must move beyond our-
selvesto witnessto the healing power of lovethat has conquered
us. We see before us a humanity that is often wounded and fear-
ful, a humanity that bears the scars of pain and uncertainty. Be-
fore the anguished cry for mercy and peace, we hear Jesus’ in-
spiring invitation: “As the Father has sent me, even so | send
you” (Jn 20:21).

In God's mercy, al of our infirmities find healing. His
mercy, infact, does not keep adistance: it seeksto encounter al
forms of poverty and to free thisworld of so many typesof sla-
very. Mercy desires to reach the wounds of al, to heal them.
Being apostles of mercy meanstouching and soothing thewounds
that today afflict the bodies and souls of many of our brothers
and sisters. Curing these wounds, we profess Jesus, we make
him present and alive; we alow others, who touch his mercy
with their own hands, to recognize him as “Lord and God”
(In 20:28), as did the Apostle Thomas. This is the mission that
he entrusts to us. So many people ask to be listened to and to be
understood. The Gospel of mercy, to be proclaimed and written
inour daily lives, seekspeoplewith patient and open hearts, “good
Samaritans’ who understand compassion and silence before the
mystery of each brother and sister. The Gospel of mercy requires
generous and joyful servants, people who love freely without
expecting anything in return.
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“Peace bewith you!” (Jn 20:21) isthe greeting of Jesusto
his disciples; this same peace awaits men and women of our own
day. It isnot anegotiated peace, it is not the absence of conflict:
it is his peace, the peace that comes from the heart of the Risen
Lord, the peacethat has defeated sin, fear and death. Itisapeace
that does not divide but unites; it is a peace that does not aban-
don us but makes us feel listened to and loved; it is a peace that
persistseven in pain and enables hopeto blossom. Thispeace, as
ontheday of Easter, isborn ever anew by the forgiveness of God
which calms our anxious hearts. To be bearers of his peace: this
is the mission entrusted to the Church on Easter day. In Christ,
we are born to be instruments of reconciliation, to bring the
Father’sforgivenessto everyone, toreveal hisloving facethrough
concrete gestures of mercy.

In the responsorial Psalm we heard these words: “Hislove
enduresforever” (Ps117/118:2). Truly, God's mercy isforever;
it never ends, it never runsout, it never givesup when faced with
closed doors, and it never tires. In this forever we find strength
in moments of trial and weakness because we are sure that God
does not abandon us. He remains with usforever. Let us give
thanks for so great alove, which we find impossible to grasp; it
isimmense! Let uspray for thegraceto never grow tired of draw-
ing from the well of the Father’s mercy and bringing it to the
world. Let us ask that we too may be merciful, to spread the
power of the Gospel everywhere, and to write those pages of the
Gospel which John the Apostle did not write.

Saint Peter’s Square
Sunday, 3 April 2016
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L et us Remember,
Congratulate and Pray....

MAY
Birthday
Fr. John Maruthoor - May 04
Fr. John Vaipil - May 05
Fr. Sam Paruvdlil - May 10
Fr. Abraham Pappadiyil - May 17
Fr. Abraham Thal othil - May 18
Fr. Oommen Padipurackal - May 18
Fr. Thomas Cherupushpabhavan - May 20
Fr. Geevarghese Nediyamal ayil - May 21
Fr. Benedict Perumuttathu - May 30
Fr. Geevarghese Kaithavana - May 30
Fr. Kaleb Cheruvallil - May 31
HisGrace - May 24
Feast Day
Fr. Job Kalluvilayil - May 06
Rt. Rev. John Puthenvilayil Corepiscopo - May 08
Fr. John Padipurackal P - May 08
Ordination Day
Fr. Cheriyan Kolanjikompil May 05
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@noel AWM

Programme Diary of His Grace

Date Venue / Function Time
01 Kadampanadu 08.00 AM
Puliyila 11.00 AM
Karthikapally 01.00 PM
Vettiyar 05.00 PM
02 Kalayapuram 11.00 AM
Mudiyoorkonam 05.00 PM
03 Amalagiri/ Synodal Commission for
Education Meet 09.00 AM
Perumpuzha 06.30 PM
04 Kottarakara 12.00 Noon
Puthiyacavu 04.00 PM
05 Ramapuram 07.30 AM
Kodakara/ Sahrdaya College/
Xavier Board 22 Triennial Conference 06 .00 PM
06 POC 10.00 AM
Chandanappally 06.00 PM
07 Villoor 08.00 AM
Changanassery 11.00 AM
Ampalathumkala 04.00 PM
08 Karickal 07.00 AM
Kizhaketheruvu 10.00 AM
Pallimon 02.00 PM
Jeevaaram/ Punnamoodu 07.00 PM
08-13 | Jeevaaram/ Punnamoodu/ Annual Retreat
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Date Venue / Function Time
14 Kallumala/ Minor Seminary/ Interview 09.00 AM
Pala 03.00 PM

15 Charismatic Retreat/ Matha School Alappuzha 11.00 AM
16 Thumpamon Mampilaly 01.00 PM
17 Kattanam 09.00 AM
Kurathikad 11.00 AM

18 Kattanam 09.00 AM
19 Karickam 11.00 AM
Karavaloor 01.00 PM

20 Kallumala/ Minor Seminary/ Major-Minor Orders 08.00 AM
Vattappara/ Shalom 04.00 PM

21 Punnala 09.00 AM
Kandala 05.00 PM

22 Dindigal 10.00 AM
23 Ampalathumkala 11.00 AM
24 Kodukulanji 02.00 PM
26 Kollakadav 11.00 AM
27 Amalagiri/ Shalom Recording 09.00 AM
28 Kurumpanadam 10.30 AM
Kattanam/ Teachers’ Guild 02.00 PM

29 Mundupalam 05.00 PM
03 Kottayam/ Nilackal Ecumenical Trust Meet 10.00 AM
04 Venmony 11.00 AM




