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EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY

JUBILEE OF MERCY FOR PRIESTS
HOMILY OF HISHOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

This celebration of the Jubilee for Priests on the Solemnity of
the Sacred Heart of Jesusinvitesusall to turn to the heart, the deepest
root and foundation of every person, the focus of our affective life
and, inaword, hisor her very core. Today we contemplate two hearts:
the Heart of the Good Shepherd and our own heart as priests. The
Heart of the Good Shepherd isnot only the Heart that shows usmercy;,
but isitself mercy. There the Father’s love shines forth; there | know
| am welcomed and understood as | am; there, with all my sins and
limitations, | know the certainty that | am chosen and loved.
Contemplating that heart, | renew my first love: the memory of that
time when the L ord touched my soul and called meto follow him, the
memory of the joy of having cast the nets of our life upon the sea of
hisword (cf. Lk 5:5).

TheHeart of the Good Shepherd tellsusthat hisloveislimitless;
it is never exhausted and it never gives up. There we see his infinite
and boundless self-giving; there we find the source of that faithful
and meek love which sets free and makes others free; there we
constantly discover anew that Jesus loves us “even to the end”
(In 13:1), to the very end, without ever imposing. The Heart of the
Good Shepherd reaches out to us, above al to those who are most
distant. There the needle of his compass inevitably points, there we
see aparticular “weakness’ of hislove, which desiresto embrace all
and lose none.

Contemplating the Heart of Christ, we are faced with the
fundamental question of our priestly life: Where is my heart
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directed? It isaquestion we need to keep asking, daily, weekly Where
ismy heart directed? Our ministry is often full of plans, projects and
activities: from catechesis to liturgy, to works of charity, to pastoral
and administrative commitments. Amid all these, we must still ask
ourselves: What ismy heart set on? | think of that beautiful prayer of
theliturgy, " Ubi verasunt gaudia’ ... Whereisit directed, what isthe
treasure that it seeks? For as Jesus says. “Where your treasure is,
therewill your heart bealso” (Mt 6:21). All of us have our weaknesses
and sins. But let us go deeper: what is the root of our failings, those
sins, the place we have hid that “treasure” that keeps us from the
Lord?

The great riches of the Heart of Jesus are two: the Father and
ourselves. His days were divided between prayer to the Father and
encountering people. Not distance, but encounter. So too the heart of
Christ’s priests knows only two directions: the Lord and his people.
The heart of the priest is a heart pierced by the love of the Lord. For
this reason, he no longer looks to himself, or should look to himself,
but isinstead turned towards God and his brothers and sisters. It isno
longer “a fluttering heart”, alured by momentary whims, shunning
disagreements and seeking petty satisfactions. Rather, it is a heart
rooted firmly in the Lord, warmed by the Holy Spirit, open and
availableto our brothersand sisters. That iswhere our sinsareresolved.

To help our hearts burn with the charity of Jesus the Good
Shepherd, we can train ourselves to do three things suggested to us by
today’sreadings: seek out, include and rejoice. Seek out. The prophet
Ezekiel reminds us that God himself goes out in search of his sheep
(Ez 34:11, 16). Asthe Gospel says, he “goes out in search of the one
whoislost” (Lk 15:4), without fear of the risks. Without delaying, he
leaves the pasture and his regular workday. He doesn’t demand
overtime. He does not put off the search. He does not think: “I have
done enough for today; perhaps 1’1l worry about it tomorrow” . Instead,
he immediately sets to it; his heart is anxious until he finds that one
lost sheep. Having found it, he forgets his weariness and puts the
sheep on his shoulders, fully content. Sometimes he has to go and
seek it out, to speak, to persuade; at other times he must remain in
prayer before the tabernacle, struggling with the Lord for that sheep.
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Such is a heart that seeks out. A heart that does not set aside
times and spaces as private. Woe to those shepherds to privatize their
ministry! It is not jealous of its legitimate quiet time, even that, and
never demands that it be left alone. A shepherd after the heart of God
does not protect his own comfort zone. He is not worried about
protecting hisgood name, but will be slandered as Jesuswas. Unafraid
of criticism, heisdisposed to take risksin seeking to imitate his Lord.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you....”
(Mt 5:11). A shepherd after the heart of God has a heart sufficiently
free to set aside his own concerns. He does not live by calculating his
gainsor how long he hasworked: heishot an accountant of the Spirit,
but a Good Samaritan who seeks out those in need. For theflock heis
a shepherd, not an inspector, and he devotes himself to the mission
not fifty or sixty percent, but with all he has. In seeking, he finds, and
he finds because he takes risks. Unless a shepherd risks, he does not
find. He does not stop when disappointed and he does not yield to
weariness. Indeed, he is stubborn in doing good, anointed with the
divine obstinacy that loses sight of no one. Not only does he keep his
doors open, but he also goes to seek out those who no longer wish to
enter them. Like every good Christian, and as an example for every
Christian, he constantly goesout of himself. The epicentre of hisheart
isoutside of himself. Heis centred only in Jesus, not in himself. Heis
not attracted by his own “1”, but by the “Thou” of God and by the
“we” of other men and women.

The second word: Include. Christ loves and knows his sheep.
Hegiveshislifefor them, and no oneisastranger to him (cf. Jn10:11-
14). Hisflock is hisfamily and his life. He is not a boss to feared by
hisflock, but a shepherd who walks alongside them and callsthem by
name (cf. Jn 10:3-4). He wants to gather the sheep that are not yet of
hisfold (cf. Jn 10:16).

So it is also with the priest of Christ. He is anointed for his
people, not to choose his own projects but to be closeto the real men
and women whom God has entrusted to him. No oneisexcluded from
his heart, his prayers or his smile. With a father’s loving gaze and
heart, he welcomes and includes everyone, and if at times he has to
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correct, itisto draw people closer. He stands apart from no one, but is
always ready to dirty his hands. The Good Shepherd does not wear
gloves. As aminister of the communion that he celebrates and lives,
he does not await greetings and compliments from others, but is the
first to reach out, rejecting gossip, judgements and malice. He listens
patiently to the problems of his people and accompaniesthem, sowing
God' sforgivenesswith generous compassion. He does not scold those
who wander off or lose their way, but is always ready to bring them
back and to resolve difficulties and disagreements. He knows how
toinclude.

Rejoice. God is “full of joy” (cf. Lk 15:5). Hisjoy is born of
forgiveness, of liferisen and renewed, of prodigal childrenwho breathe
once morethe sweet air of home. Thejoy of Jesusthe Good Shepherd
isnot ajoy for himself alone, but ajoy for others and with others, the
truejoy of love. Thisisalso thejoy of the priest. Heis changed by the
mercy that he freely gives. In prayer he discovers God’s consolation
and realizes that nothing is more powerful than his love. He thus
experiences inner peace, and is happy to be a channel of mercy, to
bring men and women closer to the Heart of God. Sadnessfor himis
not the norm, but only a step along the way; harshness is foreign to
him, because heisashepherd after the meek Heart of God. Dear priests,
in the Eucharistic celebration we rediscover each day our identity as
shepherds. In every Mass, may wetruly make our own Christ’swords:
“Thisis my body, which is given up for you”. This is the meaning of
our life; with these words, in a real way we can daily renew the
promises we made at our priestly ordination. | thank all of you for
saying “yes’, and also for all those many timesyou secretly say “yes’
each day, thingsthat only the Lord knows about. | thank you for saying
“yes’ to giving your life in union with Jesus: for in thisisfound the
pure source of our joy.

St Peter’s Square
Friday, 3 June 2016
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
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PRISONERSNO MORE, BUT BROTHERSAND SISTERS

PRISON MINISTRY SUNDAY

14" August, 2016

PASTORAL LETTER

(Please read this pastoral letter in all the churcheson 14th of August
2016, in connection with Prison Ministry Sunday)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

On this Prison Ministry Sunday the Church asks us to make a
journey, a journey to meet the prisoners and prisons with the
theme,” Prisoners no more but brothers and sisters’. The gospel of
today isareflection on the adulterous woman and Jesus' Mercy upon
her. On Monday, April 7th, 2014 during Pope’'s Mass at the Vatican
City, he reflected on the same biblical scene in which Jesus prevents
the stoning of the adulterous woman, observing how the Lord’s
forgiveness extends even beyond what is considered just. “ So Jesus
was | eft alone with the woman before him and said to her : ‘woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?’

When the woman replied to Jesus saying “No one, sir,” she did
not say, it was a false accusation: neither did she say ‘I have not
committed adultery,’ the Pope explained, emphasizing : “ sherecognizes
her sin”. “Mercy goes beyond in such away that sinisput to the side:
“We look at the sky, there are many, many stars; but when the sun
rises in the morning, the light is such that we can’'t see the stars,” the
Holy Father reflected, highlighting that “God’'s mercy is like that: a
great light of love and tenderness.”

Jesus does not humiliate her but says. * Go and do not sinagain!”.
Jesus’ mercy isgreat. It forgives us and heals us!”

(2>




@RORI GAIDWYaY

The Prison Situation

Who are there in the prisons? Are the prisons filled with the
violent, the organized gangsters and racketeers? Hardly! They arefilled
with the poor, socially, accused of petit offences and the mentaly ill.

Undertrial prisoners numbering 282879 prisoners form an
overwhelmingly large portion of thetotal prison popul ation of 418536
prisoners as per the Government record of 2014. The undertrial
population has been increasing over theyearsand cameto 67.6 percent
and the convicted prisoners being just 31.4 percent.

Again, most of the undertrials are people who cannot pay the
money for bail and do not have sufficient proof of residence. They
cannot assure the court that they will turn up for the next date of
hearing.

Ministry of the presence

The volunteers walk with the forgotten and despised of our
society. They arewith themto listento their story, their spiritual needs,
their hopes and dreams, regardless of their culture and creed. The
volunteers' day isunpredictable asthey never know from one moment
to the next what they will haveto face. It could be adeath or the death
of afamily member or an attempted suicidein afamily. There may be
persons weeping in the corners of prison, because being the first time
in jail they are in great fear of their safety. They are angry and
revengeful. They speak ill of everyone. What the volunteerscan do, is
to sit in silence, place them in the hands of our loving God and pray
that peacewill soften their murderous mind, give them hope and solace
and that the Great Lover of all humanity will touch their souls and
heal their tortured minds.

One of the volunteers shared her experience. Not so long ago
she met a man who had just murdered his mother. He was shaking
from head to foot, a body riddled with the effects of alcohol. He sat
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in front of her, a broken man trying to come to terms with what had
happened that fateful night. Although he appeared to beagentle person,
a person who had cared for his mother but circumstances had led to
explode in anger. He spoke how angry his family was with him and
how they did not want anything to do with him. He felt isolated and
alone, staying with him, gave him time to tell his story. He himself
felt horrified by hisaction. In hisagony shewasableto bewithhimin
an unconditional concern to help himto prevent from afurther decline
of hisdignity of a human person.

Theyear of Mercy and Prison Ministry Sunday

In this holy year of mercy Prison Ministry Sunday has got a
special importance. On the 1st September 2015 Pope Franciswrote to
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of New Evangelization and the details of the opening of
the Holy Doors in the Jubilee Year that “the imprisoned may obtain
the indulgence in the chapel of the prisons; May they all be touched
in atangible way by the mercy of the Father who wantsto be closeto
those who have the greatest need of Hisforgiveness, May the gesture
of directing their thoughts and prayers to the Father each time they
crossthethreshold of their cell signify for them their passage through
the Holy Door, because the mercy of God is able to transform hearts,
and is also able to transform the barsinto an experience of freedom”.
So in this Holy Year of Mercy you can participate in the various
programmes of Prison Ministry Indiasuch asin therelease of innocent
prisoners, participating in victim and offender reconciliation
programme, visiting families of victims, helping prisoners’ children,
helping rehabilitation of prisoners, arranging visit of family members
in prisons and so on.

Faith and Spirituality of Christianstowardsthe prisoners

Compassion isacore virtue of our faith and as volunteers, these
qualities need to be evident to the prisoners. The nature of prisons
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deepens their worthlessness and our interaction and reflection with
them enablesthem to increase their self worth, dignity and identity to
crawl back into their lives. The spirituality of prison ministry is based
on this Faith. Faith helps usto be listeners. Faith helps usto crossthe
borders on the seemingly inaccessible shores. Faith illumines us and
helps usto see thereality as God sees. Faith helps usto be merciful to
the prisoners. Faith does not depart us from the world but make us
socialy responsible on what is believed to the social dimension of
Christian charity.

Conclusion

Itisafact that the various activities of the prison ministry do not
make any enriching relationship with the outside world. Most often
volunteers are not able to take any one to the place where they are
working. People at the gate of the prison may not show any familiarity
towards them. They are always treated as unwelcome guests. Even
after atiresometime spent in prison they have to make phone callsto
relatives and advocates. Always they get the answer from the family
members,” let him or her be there. Don’'t bother about him or her”.
They are not entertained. Volunteers are in need of perseverancein all
their endevours of helping apersonin prison. They are at the mercy to
make some assistancefor apersonin prison. So | would liketo call all
the volunteers of prison ministry as hidden heroes of the Church. |
appreciate you for your generous contribution that you make every
year. St. Maximilian Kolbe, the patron saint of Prison Ministry India
may guide you. “I alone cannot change the world, but | can cast a
stone across the waters to create many ripples’ says Bl. Mother
Theresa. Let us do our mite. May God bless you and be with you.

Yours devotedly in Christ,
-
r MW

Bishop Peter Remigius
Patron of Prison Ministry India
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Let we Rememtber,
Congratitate and Zray. . . .

AUGUST

Birthday
Fr. John S. Puthenvilayil - August 16
Fr. Varghese Mukulumpurathu - August 19
Fr. Fransis Plavarakunnil - August 21
Fr. Siji Mathew Thadathil - August 24
Fr. Jacob Kizhakkumkara - August 28
Fr. Geevarghese Charuvilayil - August 29

Feast Day
Fr. John Alex Puthenveedu - August 04
Fr. John Maruthuoor %&;« - August 28
Fr. Augustine Vazhavila : August 28

Death anniversary

Fr. Mathew Chengal lur \ 24 August 2013

4
A




@poel IV

Programme Diary of His Grace

Date Venue / Function Time
02 | Shalom Recording 02.00 PM
03 |Thiruvalla St. John's 02.00 PM
04  |Edappon 03.00 PM
06 |Kaithakode 11.00 AM
08 |Thiruvala/ KCBC 02.00 PM
9-13 |KCBC
13  |Ampathumkala 09.30AM

Odanavattom 11.00AM
13-16| Ahammedabad
16 |Kattanam 03.00 PM

Kattoor 06.00 PM
17 |Pdlipad 04.00 PM
18 |Kattanam 08.30AM

Manjakkala 11.00AM
20 Mavelikara/ KCBC Women's

Regional Meeting 10.00AM

Thazhakkara 04.00 PM
21 Kattanam / Celebration of year of Mercy 09.00 AM

Mavelikara Eccl/ Dist.

Kollam 05.30 PM
22  |Vazhamuttam 10.30AM
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-

Date Venue / Function Time
23 | Marthandam 06.30 AM
Chethana 11.00 AM
24 | Adoor 09.00 AM
Pathanamthitta 11.30 AM
25 | Cathedral TVM
26 Kottayam 09.00 AM
Pattom 04.00 PM
27 | Punnamoodu 06.30 AM
Punal oor 11.00 AM
28 | Kollam/ Celebration of year of Mercy 09.00 AM
Mavelikara Eccl/ Dist. 09.00 AM
Palayam 04.00 PM
29 | Kottarakkara 06.30 AM
Mannarode 11.00AM
P
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