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Mother Teresa's Canonisation

Homily of HisHolinessPopeFrancis

‘Let uscarry her smilein our hearts,” Pope Francistold
the faithful in & Peter’'s Square

“Who canlearnthecounsd of God?’ (Wis9:13). Thisquestion
fromthe Book of Wisdom that we havejust heardinthefirst reading
suggeststhat our lifeisamystery and that we do not possessthe
key toundergtandingit. Thereareawaystwo protagonistsin history:
God and man. Our task isto perceivethecall of God and thento do
hiswill. Butinorder todo hiswill, wemust ask ourselves, “What is
God'swill inmy life?’

We find the answer in the same passage of the Book of
Wisdom: “Peopleweretaught what pleasesyou” (Wis9:18). In
order to ascertain the call of God, we must ask ourselves and
understand what pleases God. On many occasionsthe prophets
proclaimed what was pleasing to God. Their message found a
wonderful synthesisinthewords* | want mercy, not sacrifice” (Hos
6:6; Mt 9:13). God ispleased by every act of mercy, becauseinthe
brother or sister that we assist, werecognize theface of God which
no one can see(cf. Jn 1:18). Each timewe bend down to the needs
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of our brothers and sisters, we give Jesus something to eat and
drink; we clothe, we help, and we visit the Son of God (cf. Mt
25:40).

Wearethuscalled to trand ateinto concrete actsthat which
weinvokein prayer and professinfaith. Thereisno alternativeto
charity: those who put themselves at the service of others, even
whenthey don’t know it, arethosewho love God (cf. 1 Jn 3:16-18;
Jas2:14-18). The Chrigtianlife, however, isnot merely extending a
hand intimesof need. If itisjust this, it can be, certainly, alovely
expression of human solidarity which offersimmediate benefits, but
itissterilebecauseit lacksroots. Thetask whichthe Lord givesus,
onthe contrary, isthevocation to charity inwhich each of Christ’s
disciplesputshisor her entirelifeat hisservice, soto grow each day
inlove.

Weheardinthe Gospel, “ Large crowdsweretravellingwith
Jesus’ (Lk 14:25). Today, this“large crowd” isseeninthegreat
number of volunteerswho have cometogether for the Jubilee of
Mercy. You arethat crowd who followsthe Master and who makes
visible hisconcretelovefor each person. | repeat to you thewords
of theApostle Paul: “1 haveindeed received much joy and comfort
fromyour love, becausethe hearts of the saintshave been refreshed
throughyou” (Philem 1:7). How many hearts have been comforted
by volunteers! How many handsthey have held; how many tears
they havewiped away; how muchlove hasbeen poured out in hidden,
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humbleand selflessservicel Thispraiseworthy servicegivesvoice
tothefaith and expressesthe mercy of the Father, who drawsnear
tothosein need.

Following Jesusisaserioustask, and, at the sametime, one
filled withjoy; it takesacertain daring and courageto recognizethe
divine Master in the poorest of the poor and to give oneself intheir
service. In order to do so, volunteers, who out of love of Jesus
serve the poor and the needy, do not expect any thanks or
recompense; rather they renounce all this because they have
discoveredtruelove. Just asthe L ord hascometo meet meand has
stooped down to my level in my hour of need, sotoo do | goto
meet him, bending low beforethosewho havelost faithor wholive
asthough God did not exi<t, before young peoplewithout valuesor
idedls, beforefamiliesin crisis, beforetheill and theimprisoned,
beforerefugeesand immigrants, before theweak and defencel ess
inbody and spirit, before abandoned children, beforethe elderly
who areon their own. Wherever someoneisreaching out, asking
for ahelping hand in order to get up, thisiswhere our presence—
and the presence of the Church which sustainsand offershope—
must be.

Mother Teresa, in all aspects of her life, was a generous
dispenser of divinemercy, making herself availablefor everyone
through her wel come and defence of human life, those unborn and
those abandoned and discarded. Shewas committed to defending
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life, ceaselesdly proclaiming that “ the unborn arethe weakest, the
smallest, themost vulnerable”. She bowed down beforethosewho
were spent, left to dieon the side of theroad, seeing inthem their
God-given dignity; shemade her voice heard beforethe powers of
thisworld, so that they might recognizetheir guilt for the crime of
poverty they created. For Mother Teresa, mercy was the “ salt”
which gaveflavour to her work, it wasthe*light” which shoneinthe
darkness of the many who no longer had tearsto shed for their

poverty and suffering.

Her missiontotheurban and existentia peripheriesremains
for ustoday an elogquent witnessto God' s closenessto the poorest
of thepoor. Today, | passon thisemblematic figure of womanhood
and of consecrated lifeto thewholeworld of volunteers: may she
beyour mode of holiness! May thistirelessworker of mercy help
ustoincreasingly understand that our only criterionfor actionis
grauitouslove, freefromevery ideology and dl obligations, offered
freely to everyonewithout distinction of language, culture, raceor
religion. Mother Teresaloved to say, “ Perhaps| don’t speak their
language, but | can smile’. Let uscarry her smileinour heartsand
giveit to thosewhom we meet along our journey, especially those
who suffer. Inthisway, wewill open up opportunitiesof joy and
hope for our many brothers and sisterswho are discouraged and
who stand in need of understanding and tenderness. Amen.
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Let wo Zemenmiber,

/&~ SEPTEMBER
g
Birthday

Fr. Geevarghese Vaidyan September 08

Fr. Daniel Mangaathu - September 09

Fr. Daniel Thekkedathu - September 10

Fr. Samuel Paickattethu - September 20

Fr. JobKdluvilayil - September 27

Fr. Geevarghese Chakkapoottil - September 29
Feast Day

Fr. Robert Paavilayil - September 17

Fr. Mathew Karoor - September 21

Fr. Siji Mathew Thadathil - September 21
Ordination day

Fr. Sji Mathew Thadathil - September 22

( 31 )




O Malfosni@ 2016

Programme Diary of His Grace

Date Venue/ Function Time
0-06 Rome/ Canonization of Mother Teresa
07 Harippadu/ Thirunnal 04.00AM
08 Kizhaketheruvu 11.00AM
Cathedral 05.00 PM
09 Delhi/ CBCI Education Meet 05.00PM
10 Kattanam 11.00AM
1 Venmony 08.00AM
Kattanam 11.00AM
14 Kottayam/ UCPI 09.00AM
15-16 | Puttur/ Holy Episcopal Synod 11.00AM
17-18 | Puttur/ 86rd Re Union celebrationns
19-20 | Bathery/ Cathedral Blessing
21-23 | Bangalore/ CBCI standing committee
24 Madras/’ MITHRA
25 Kadampanadu/ Jubilee Year of Mercy/
District level Meet 09.00AM
26 Trivandrum 11.00AM
27 Thuvayoor Vincentian Convent 06.30AM
Poruvazhy 08.30AM
Amalagiri/ Shalom Recording 02.00 PM
28 Kozhikodu
30-Oct 3| Kolkata
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