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What	is	the	best	car	battery	tender

The	Battery	Tender	is	a	trickle	battery	charger	that	has	gained	a	reputation	among	many	auto,	boat,	and	motorcycle	owners	as	the	best	on	the	market.	Deltran,	the	maker	of	the	Battery	Tender	series	of	products,	is	well	thought	of	among	auto	and	motorcycle	manufacturers	also.	They	are	the	official	factory	authorized	manufacturer	of	both	Harley-
Davidson	and	BMW	battery	chargers.	Deltran	recommends	a	specific	way	of	using	the	Battery	Tender.	Set	up	the	AC	and	DC	power	cords	for	the	Battery	Tender	so	that	they	will	not	get	caught	in	any	moving	parts	of	the	vehicle.	Verify	whether	the	vehicle	has	a	positive	or	negative	ground	system.	Positive	ground	systems	have	the	positive	post	for	the
battery	connected	to	the	vehicle	chassis.	A	negative	ground	system	has	the	negative	post	connected	to	the	vehicle	chassis.	Connect	either	the	positive	clip	from	the	Battery	Tender,	or	the	ring	terminal	to	the	positive	battery	post	on	negative	ground	systems.	Next,	connect	the	negative	clip,	or	the	ring	terminal	to	the	vehicle's	chassis.	The	chassis
connection	should	be	made	to	the	engine	block	or	another	thick	metal	part	of	the	frame,	not	lighter	metal	items.	Connect	the	negative	clip,	or	the	ring	terminal	to	the	negative	battery	post	on	positive	ground	systems.	Connect	the	positive	clip,	or	ring	terminal	to	the	vehicle's	chassis.	Plug	in	the	AC	power	plug	to	an	electrical	outlet.	Set	the	charge
mode	to	bulk	mode	if	the	battery	is	0%	to	75%,	or	80%	charged.	Set	the	charge	mode	to	absorption	mode	if	the	battery	is	75%	to	100%.	Set	the	charge	mode	to	the	storage/float	maintenance	mode	if	the	battery	is	fully	charged.	Monitor	the	lights	on	the	Battery	Tender.	A	steady	red	light	indicates	that	the	Battery	Tender	is	connected	properly	and
charging	is	taking	place.	A	flashing	green	light	indicates	that	the	battery	is	over	80%	charged,	while	a	steady	green	light	will	let	you	know	that	your	battery	is	completely	charged.	Jupiterimages/Comstock/Getty	Images	Battery	tenders	are	chargers	that	put	out	small	amounts	of	electricity	to	a	low	or	dead	car	battery	that	help	the	car	battery	regain	a
charge.	They	come	in	handy	for	car	batteries	that	haven’t	been	used	in	more	than	a	month,	because	batteries	lose	power	internally	when	they	are	not	used	and	not	recharged	regularly.	Hooking	up	a	battery	tender	should	take	you	about	10	minutes.	Turn	off	your	car	if	it	was	running	and	remove	the	key	from	the	ignition.	Open	the	hood.	With	a
adjustable	wrench,	remove	the	black	(negative)	battery	terminal	from	the	battery	and	place	it	aside.	Remove	the	red	(positive)	battery	terminal	from	the	car	battery.	Place	it	to	the	side.	Clamp	the	red	(positive)	clamp	of	the	battery	tender	over	the	positive	battery	terminal	so	that	it	won’t	come	off	without	physically	removing	it.	Since	most	vehicles
have	a	negative	ground,	meaning	part	of	the	cord	leading	to	the	battery	is	attached	to	the	frame	of	the	vehicle,	clamp	the	tender's	black	(negative)	clamp	to	either	the	engine	block	or	vehicle	frame	so	that	it	does	not	easily	come	loose.	Do	not	clip	the	black	clamp	to	hoses,	wires	or	moving	parts	of	the	engine.	It	is	not	common	to	have	a	vehicle	that	has
a	positive	ground,	so	check	your	owner's	manual	or	call	a	local	dealer	for	your	vehicle	type	and	ask	the	repair	department	if	you	are	not	sure.	Switch	the	amp	switch	on	the	battery	tender	from	“2”	to	“6”	if	that	particular	model	has	one.	Plug	in	the	battery	tender	to	an	electrical	outlet,	using	an	extension	cord	if	necessary.	Pay	attention	to	the	light	on
the	battery	tender.	If	it	is	red,	it	is	still	charging.	When	it	turns	green,	the	battery	is	fully	charged.	Unplug	the	charger	from	the	outlet.	Remove	the	black	clamp	(negative)	from	the	engine	block	or	vehicle	frame.	Remove	the	red	(positive)	clamp	from	the	battery.	Place	the	battery	tender	aside.	Place	the	red	(positive)	battery	terminal	to	the	positive	of
the	car	battery	and	secure	with	the	adjustable	wrench.	Place	the	black	(negative)	battery	terminal	to	the	black	negative	of	the	car	battery	and	secure	it	with	the	wrench.	Make	sure	the	connections	are	tight	and	secure.	Close	the	hood	of	your	vehicle.	Digital	Trends	may	earn	a	commission	when	you	buy	through	links	on	our	site.	There	are	many
different	types	of	batteries	available,	but	we’re	going	to	focus	on	the	ones	that	fit	the	widest	variety	of	passenger	vehicles.	Some	of	the	best	car	batteries	also	work	well	in	commercial	applications,	so	it’s	important	to	know	the	difference.	We’re	also	going	to	talk	mostly	about	absorbed	glass-mat	(AGM)	batteries,	which	are	different	than	the	flooded
batteries	we	think	of	when	talking	about	car	parts.	In	AGM	batteries,	the	electrolyte	solution	is	absorbed	into	fiberglass	matting.	This	packaging	solution	makes	them	more	resistant	to	vibration	and	leaking	than	the	more	traditional	(and	cheaper)	flooded	batteries	found	in	the	vast	majority	of	cars	on	the	road.	You	should	also	ensure	that	the	battery
you	pick	will	physically	fit	into	your	vehicle.	It’s	possible	to	find	different	sizes,	even	within	the	same	type	and	brand	of	battery,	so	be	sure	you’re	picking	one	that’s	right	for	your	car.	See	more	Optima	RedTop	Batteries	Optima	conveniently	colors	its	batteries,	with	the	red	tops	being	made	for	most	types	of	stock	vehicles.	The	Optima	batteries	are
better	for	vehicles	with	electronics	and	all	sorts	of	“things”	to	power,	and	they	are	made	with	extra	shock	resistance	in	place	that	makes	them	work	well	in	high-performance	vehicles,	or	those	that	frequently	travel	off-road.	The	RedTop	can	be	mounted	in	any	position,	is	maintenance-free,	features	fast	recharging,	and	has	up	to	fifteen	times	the
vibration	resistance	of	a	traditional	battery.	AGM	batteries	are	typically	much	more	expensive	than	regular	batteries,	and	this	one’s	no	exception.	ACDelco	ACDB24R	Advantage	AGM	Battery	Like	the	Optima,	this	car	battery	is	an	AGM,	which	means	it’s	longer-lasting	and	more	powerful	than	a	standard	battery.	Also	like	the	Optima,	this	Aldeco
ACDB24R	battery	costs	quite	a	bit	more	than	what	you’re	used	to	paying	for	a	standard	unit.	ACDelco	batteries	are	original	equipment	on	GM	and	many	other	vehicles,	but	this	one	will	fit	and	work	with	vehicles	of	almost	any	type.	Exide	Edge	FP-AGM24F	Flat	Plate	Battery	Exide’s	Edge	batteries	benefit	from	secure,	non-spillable	AGM	construction.
They’re	ideal	for	vehicles	that	are	frequently	in	stop-and-go	traffic.	The	model	we’ve	selected	provides	710	cold-cranking	amps,	so	it	won’t	let	you	down	when	the	temperature	dips.	The	Exide	Edge	FP-AGM24F	is	one	of	Exide’s	most	affordable	AGM	models,	but	it’s	more	expensive	than	many	other	batteries.	Bosch	S6508B	Flat	Plate	AGM	Battery
Bosch	makes	more	than	just	tools	and	dishwashers,	and	its	AGM	line	of	car	batteries	is	among	the	best.	The	Bosch	S6508B	features	710	cold-cranking	amps,	it	weighs	47	pounds,	and	it	should	outlast	conventional	car	batteries	by	up	to	two	times.	The	company’s	roadside	assistance	program	is	available	to	buyers,	too.	To	sweeten	the	deal,	Bosch	will
replace	the	battery	free	of	charge	if	it	fails	within	four	years	of	purchase.	Editors'	Recommendations
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