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How to fit a buggy board

With two years between our children, one of the biggest concerns is transporting them around. At barely two, we didn’t feel confident that the toddler would be able to walk every time we were out. And as much as we love baby wearing, it isn’t always practical when you’re out for an extended period of time. At the time we invested in a double buggy
(second hand, it’s the way forward!) but as the toddler’s grown up, I've found myself increasingly pushing a half empty, bulky pushchair... typical! I've been keen to return to a single buggy but unsure how to contain the toddler or move him when he’s tired. Luckily, I spoke with the wonderfully helpful people at Cheeky Rascals who kindly sent out a
Lascal Maxi Plus Buggy Board to review. Fancy seeing what we thought when we took it for a day out at the beach? Who Are Cheeky Rascals? Set up by Selina Russell back in 1996 to help bring some of the useful parenting products she found in France across to the UK, Cheeky Rascals are a UK retailer stocking hundreds of innovative and must have
baby products. Fast forward twenty odd years and the Cheeky Rascals team still have easing that parenting journey at their core, with the tagline ‘Happy Mum... or your money back!’. With a multitude of awards to back up their incredible customer service, if you're looking for tried and tested products from market leading brands, quick delivery and
friendly service then these are the people to visit. Oh and they have a price match guarantee, so you don’t have to compromise on price or service. What’s A Buggy Board? A buggy board is a small board with wheels that attaches to the rear of your pushchair. It’s removable and usually can be flipped up out of the way when it’s not in use. A buggy
board allows another child to travel between the back of the pushchair and the parents arms, often in a standing position. Designed to fit on to single or double buggies, there are a number of different buggyboards out there. Each to suit different pushchairs; either brand specific ones or more universal ones. Lascal are one of the market leaders for
universal buggy boards and manufacture three main types of board; the Mini, the Maxi and the Maxi Plus. What’s The Difference Between The Lascal Mini, Maxi and Maxi Plus Buggy Boards? Whilst the concept is the same, the main difference between the Lascal Mini and Maxi buggy boards is the size. The Mini is designed for smaller lightweight
pushchairs such as umbrella strollers and offers a slightly smaller footprint. The Maxi is designed for larger sturdier pushchairs and is slightly larger with bigger wheels to help deal with bumpy surfaces. The Maxi Plus board is the next step on from this, a buggy board with a seat or saddle, the Maxi Plus allows your little one to sit down during
transport if they want to. Easily removable, the saddle flips down out of the way when not in use. Pretty ingenious, right? It’s anti-slip, fitted with side protection and reflectors and is easier to walk behind because it’s a little higher from the ground as well. How Do I Attach The Connectors? Our Maxi buggy board came with two connectors to attach it
to our pushchair. Stick the small bit of anti-slip tape on to the rear uprights of your buggy and loop round the ratchet like straps. Tighten into place leaving you with two small holders sticking out. These are universal between the different types of Lascal models, so if like us, you own multiple pushchairs and different boards, you can always swap
between them with ease. Lascal do recommend that you trim the straps of the buggy board once in place. As we want the option to move ours between pushchairs over time we opted to leave ours at their full length. So far, it’s not caused any issues so don’t feel like you have to trim them! If you prefer to keep your connectors on the buggy but want
to switch the board between pushchairs you can find additional connectors online. How Do I Fit The Buggy Board? Next up is fitting the board itself which is ridiculously easy. Pop the wheels in to the base of the board and loosen the connectors either side of the board itself. You get the option to adjust these in terms of width apart and then angle. We
adjusted width first to align them with the connectors on the buggy and clipped them in to place. Hold the buggyboard so that it’s parallel to the ground (you don’t want your little one tilted forward or backward!) and tighten up the angle adjusters on each side. There you have it, your buggy board is ready to use! To lift the board out of the way
there’s a strap that you clip on or off. We’ve tied ours around the base of the basket as we find that’s a great place for it to stay. Simply clip the board to it when you want it held out of the way. To add the seat to your board, remove the small cover in the middle of the board, unflip the seat and pop it into place. It’s got a reassuring click and pop out
button once in tightly so there’s no worrying about whether they’ll wobble off or not. To put the seat up and down, pull on the red knob at the back of the metal strut and it releases the seat allowing you to fold it up or down. It really is incredibly easy to use and fast to set up, even if I've not made it sound that way! Is It Worth Getting A Buggy Board
With A Seat? As much as we liked our Mini buggy board from Lascal, the Maxi Plus with it’s seat has been a huge success. Our toddler struggled to get comfortable with standing on the board and would often get uneasy when in motion if we went over bumps. Eventually it resulted in him sitting in the basket of the pushchair and using the board as a
footrest!! We were all a little concerned that he wouldn’t enjoy sitting on the buggy board given our previous issues with the smaller version but he quickly hopped into place and seems to find it a comfortable way of travelling. It’s better for giving him a place to rest when his legs are tired and feels more secure than him just balanced there. So for
our family, a buggy board with a seat is definitely a worthwhile investment! What Did We Think Of The Maxi Plus Board? As you may have guessed from my comments above, we love our Maxi Plus buggyboard. It was easy to fit, simple to use and a huge hit with the main man of the household. It’s nice to be able to ditch the double buggy when we go
out and know that we’ve still got an option for that inevitable moment when the toddler gets tired. Previously we owned a Lascal Mini buggyboard and the Maxi is a far better fit for our lifestyle and pushchair. We paired ours with the iCandy Peach 3 and it works wonderfully. The slightly higher ride height of the Maxi Plus means that there’s more
clearance underneath the board and we don’t end up accidentally kicking it mid stride - something which happened frequently with the Mini. Anything Else? The seat works well and feels sturdy and comfortable. Two small handles at the front and the back of the saddle mean that the toddler is supported whilst on there and unlikely to fall backward
or forward. It also means it’s harder for him to dive off the board and into traffic or get separated from us in crowded places. The fact that it can be removed makes it an easy option for when they get a little bigger or on days where you don’t want to carry it around. We also remove ours when the board is flipped up out of the way, so that it tucks in to
the buggy more closely. The buggy board handles pavements and short grass well but isn’t really designed for very uneven surfaces. It’s noisy if we use it on bumpy lanes but thats not really where it’s intended for. Out and about in towns or built up areas, it works well and seems to offer a smooth ride. Certainly we’ve had no complaints! Would We
Recommend It? The Lascal Maxi Buggy Board retails for £115 from Cheeky Rascals currently. This includes everything; the board, connectors, adaptors to help it fit pushchairs which require longer side arm reach and the optional saddle. Is it worth the money? At just over £100 it’s not a cheap option but it’s certainly cheaper than purchasing a
double or having to buy an additional seat if your pushchair adapts. For the flexibility of being able to use with any pushchair I'd say it’s worth the investment, especially when your oldest child is in that tricky in between stage for getting around. As for the saddle/seat option, that’s a big hit. It’s an exciting addition which makes him comfortable and
safe and removes the battle to get him in place; in fact, we often end up carrying other people’s kids on it because they ‘want a ride’! It’s a simple solution done really well and feels like it’ll last a long time, we are converts to the Lascal Maxi Plus Buggy Board! What's the solution when you've got a baby in the buggy and a toddler who demands to
walk and then at some unspecified time later just cannot walk one step further and digs her heels in to the pavement refusing to move an inch? A Lascal Maxi buggy board! We’ve been using the Lascal Maxi buggy board for the past month or so now and it’s really saved me on more than one occasion, and in more ways than one! Along with the fact
that Athena can hop on when she needs/wants to save her legs, but by putting her on it when she might otherwise be in the buggy I've been popping Arlo in the buggy and her on the board to ensure she stays awake until we get home so she can have a full nap at the right time (meaning I'm more likely to sneak a nap in too!) Fitting the Lascal Maxi
Buggy Board is fairly easy and took under 10 minutes. There are detailed instructions for all buggy makes/models available too so you can ensure the safest fit for your buggy. First you attach the two connectors using the friction tape to make sure the fit is secure and then the arms and then the board itself. If you wanted to use the same board on
more than one buggy then you can buy extra connectors and just leave them attached to the buggy and swap the board around as and when you need to! A non slip platform means it’s safe to stand on even when it’s wet, and you can even buy a seat attachment if there you're doing longer journeys and little-legs might need a rest! You can see photos
of this in the linked blog post. I was a bit sceptical about pushing the buggy with the board on and hitting it with my feet (and I like in flip flops until at least November!) and hurting them but as the board is quite high from the ground there is actually plenty of room for your feet as you walk and you don’t have to hunch over and keep your feet away
from the board as there is plenty of clearance beneath it, even for my giant of a husband! When not in use you can pull the board up and keep it in place with the strap that you attach to your handlebar. Alternatively if you're going out without the toddler you can just flick up a catch on either side and remove the board but keep the fixings in place to
attach it again next time you need it. We held off using it until Arlo had outgrown the carry cot part of the buggy as with it attached Athena would have had to lean back and hold onto the buggy frame, which wouldn’t have been too comfy for her! Saying that she does like to ride backwards and have a chat with me as we walk sometimes, she was on
the look out for Squirrels outside Buckingham Palace in the photo below! Obviously the added weight of a toddler and the board means you’ll have to get used to pushing with a little more oomph, but actually with my buggy (a Silver Cross Pioneer) it actually helps get over higher kerbs as the weight gives it more momentum, which is something I
used to struggle with pre-board (you can read my review of the Silver Cross Pioneer here) but it is worth noting that with this buggy you can’t access the foot brake very easily, so Sam attached the board slightly to one side to make it easier for me! Definitely a great addition for people with toddlers or even pre schoolers who walk lots on longer
journeys, and perfect anyone who has had to coax a toddler along on a walk when they’ve decided their legs can’t take it anymore! We were sent our Buggy Board to put through its paces by Cheeky Rascals for the purpose of this review, but all words and opinions are my own.
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