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How	to	replace	craftsman	chainsaw	chain

How	to	replace	chain	on	craftsman	electric	chainsaw.

Skip	to	main	contentHome	Tools,	Gear	&	Equipment	Power	Equipment	Motorcycles	Family	Handyman	On	a	chain	saw	market?	Our	personal	expert	shows	you	the	most	useful	features	of	chain	saws	and	then	checks	the	performance	of	7	popular	models.	Includes	features	such	as	bootability,	chain	choice,	chain	tensioners,	fuel	systems	and	oil	and
more.	Be	sure	to	read	the	results	of	your	chain	saw	tests	before	buying.	By	The	Family	Handyman	Magazine's	DIY	Experts	You	might	also	like:	TBDOverview:	Reviews	and	Best	FeaturesWith	the	four	leading	manufacturers	offering	over	80	combined	models,	choosing	the	right	chain	saw	can	be	a	daunting	task.	To	help	you	choose	between	the	best
motorbikes,	we	split	the	chains	in	two	categories	according	to	the	cost	and	size	of	the	engine.	Then	we	lit	them	up	and	made	hundreds	of	cuts.	We	compare	features	and	performance.	Choose	from	those	that	best	suit	your	particular	needs	and	budget.	But	first,	especially	if	you	buy	your	first	chain	saw,	read	the	features	of	the	chain	saw	we	love.	They
will	guide	you	to	the	key	problem	fixers	that	the	manufacturers	incorporate	into	their	products	and	make	the	use	of	motorbikes	safer	and	easier.	Many	of	the	features	listed	below,	such	as	the	tension	of	the	chain	without	tools,	are	found	throughout	the	range	of	saws.	Others,	such	as	a	pre-cleaning	air	system,	are	only	available	in	more	expensive
models.	Access	the	Internet	or	stop	at	your	local	dealer	to	collect	the	literature	from	the	manufacturers	who	describe	the	features	and	offer	you	comparative	graphics	to	help	you	in	your	selection.Feature	1:	Networking	without	toolsTraining	without	toolsA	blocking	and	straining	disk	allows	you	to	tighten	the	chain	without	toolschain	of	your	saw
should	be	tensioned	properly.	If	it	is	too	loose	or	too	tight,	it	can	damage	the	bar	and	pose	a	safety	hazard.	Without	tool-less	tensioning,	adjusting	the	tension	of	the	chain	requires	a	wrench	and	a	screwdriver.	With	this	innovation,	you	don’t	need	either.The	systems	vary	slightly	between	saws,	but	in	The	nuts	that	secure	the	bar	to	the	saw	body	have
been	replaced	by	a	mechanism	integrated	into	the	clutch	cover.	Loosen	the	bar	by	hand	and	then	turn	a	knurled	wheel	of	some	type	to	adjust	the	tension	of	the	chain.	We	like	this	feature	and	believe	it	is	worth	spending	a	few	extra	dollars	for.	PREVETRURE	2:	CHOKE	and	ON	/	ON	/	OFF	CHOKE	BEHAVING,	ON/OFF	FIELD	The	combination	switch
simplifies	startup	and	stops.	A	cold	chain	saw	requires	closing	the	throttle	and	increasing	the	speed	of	the	accelerator.	To	stop	the	saw,	you	turn	it	off.	Some	saws	combine	all	these	functions	into	a	switch.	Others	have	separate	on/off	and	drown	switches.	We	prefer	the	type	of	switch	found	on	the	Husqvarna	and	Jonsered	saws	because	it	is	large
enough	to	operate	easily	with	the	gloves	on,	pushing	down	on	the	switch	stops	the	engine	and	the	switch	automatically	returns	to	the	“Run”	position.	You	don’t	have	to	change	the	saw	to	restart	it.	This	helps	to	avoid	accidentally	flooding	the	engine	when	trying	to	restart	it	with	the	switch	off.	PREMIRURE	3:	Easy-start	Systemesier	Pull	StartingsAws
has	several	systems	to	ease	boot	stress.	Test:	pull	several	saws.	The	bigger	motor	is	the	bigger,	the	harder	it	is	to	remove	the	starter	cable,	unless	there	is	some	feature	built	in	to	reduce	the	tension	of	the	starter	cable.	An	innovative	solution	changes	the	spring	mechanism	on	the	recoil	(the	part	that	rewinds	the	starter	cable)	to	make	it	easier	to	pull.
Stihl’s	Easy2Start	system,	which	uses	this	mechanism,	is	surprisingly	easy	to	pull,	and	works	very	well.	Other	manufacturers	also	have	easy-opening	recoil,	but	the	difference	is	not	dramatic.	Another	design	that	reduces	the	starting	effort	opens	a	temporary	hole	in	the	To	reduce	compression,	which	facilitates	the	pulling	of	the	boot	cable.	Look	for	this
feature	of	the	decompression	vapor	in	the	largest	chain	saws.	Foreure	4:	Comparison	of	Body	Width	Widths:	Strait	Saws	with	Body	Make	a	handling	and	cutting.	Easy.	Width	width	comparison	of	widwider	sometimes	handling	and	cutting	more	difficult.Professionals	who	work	with	chain	saws	all	day	prefer	compact	saws.	The	more	expensive	mountain
ranges	like	the	Husqvarnas,	Jonsereds	and	Stihls	have	narrower	bodies	than	some	of	the	cheaper	ones.	The	narrower	body	makes	the	saws	easier	to	transport	and	manoeuvre	in	tight	spots.Feature	5:	Carbide	toothed	chainCarbide	toothed	chainA	carbide	chain	can	withstand	dirt	and	even	nails	and	still	cut	well.Standard	Steel	ChainStandard	steel
chains	can	blunt	quickly	when	they	come	into	contact	with	dirt	or	nails.	It	can	damage	the	chain	and	bar,	as	well	as	putting	extra	pressure	on	the	saw.	It	only	takes	a	fraction	of	a	second	to	blunt	the	blade	if	you	touch	the	ground	with	the	chain,	cut	dirty	wood	or	hit	a	nail.A	chain	with	carbide	tips,	such	as	the	one	you	will	find	on	the	Stihl	MS	230	C-BE,
can	withstand	encounters	with	dirt	and	nails	and	be	sharp	enough	to	keep	cutting.	You’ll	pay	about	$50	extra	for	this	feature,	but	if	you	cut	dirty	wood,	you	need	to	cut	stumps	near	the	ground,	or	you	cut	a	lot	of	“urban”	wood	that	probably	has	nails	embedded	in	it,	then	it	can	be	money	well	spent.The	downside	is	that	you	can’t	easily	sharpen	a
carbide	chain	by	yourself,	and	even	sharpening	stores	may	not	have	the	equipment	to	do	so.	Before	buying	a	carbide-tip	chain,	or	a	chain	saw	that	includes	one,	find	out	if	you	can	get	sharp	and	how	much	it	will	cost.I	used	the	carbide-tip	chain	to	cut	a	dozen	weed	trees	at	ground	level.	Sometimes	the	chain	got	into	the	dirt.	He	cut	as	well	on	the	last
tree	as	he	did	on	the	first.Ken	Collier,	Editor-in-ChiefOther	Features:	Anti-vibration,	air	purging	and	moreEasily	Accessible	Air	Filter	Each	chainsaw	has	an	air	filter	attached	to	the	carburetor,	and	if	it	gets	clogged,	saw	will	waste	gas,	pollute	more	and	maybe	it	will	malfunction.	If	you	can	access	the	air	filter	easily,	without	having	to	remove	a
screwdriver,	you	are	more	likely	to	keep	it	clean.	Stihl	saws	have	one	of	the	easiest	easy	Air	purge	Most	of	these	saws	have	a	translucent	rubber	bulb	that	is	pressed	five	or	six	times	before	starting	the	cold	engine.	It	is	called	air	purge	or	pump	because	it	replaces	the	air	in	the	gas	pipe	with	fuel.	This	reduces	the	number	of	times	you	have	to	pull	the
boot	cable,	which	saves	wear	from	the	saw	and	arm.	Fuel	meter	In	some	saws,	you	can	see	the	fuel	level	in	the	tank	without	removing	the	lid.	Easy	to	remove	fuel	and	oil	caps	Stihl	chain	saws	have	fuel	and	oil	caps	that	can	be	removed	by	turning	a	handle	and	turning	a	quarter	back.	Other	saws	include	an	elevated	"mango"	that	allows	a	better	grip.
Both	are	pleasant	features.Air	pre-cleaner	system	Many	of	the	most	expensive	saws	have	a	pre-cleaner	system	that	eliminates	most	of	the	larger	dust	particles	before	they	reach	the	air	filter.	This	reduces	the	maintenance	of	the	air	filter	and	improves	the	performance	of	the	engine.Anti-vibration	All	the	less	expensive	motorbikes	have	rubber	springs
or	caps	that	separate	the	body	from	the	rest	of	the	saw	to	reduce	the	amount	of	vibration	that	feels.	The	more	expensive	the	saw,	the	more	robust	the	springs	or	shells	will	be.	We	could	notice	the	difference	between	the	saws	that	had	no	springs	or	bushes	and	those	that	did.	The	engine	size	is	measured	in	cubic	centimeters	(cc)	or	cubic	inches.	In
general,	the	higher	the	number,	the	more	powerful	the	engine	is.	Most	owners	will	be	fine	with	a	saw	in	the	range	of	32	cc	to	45	cc.2.	A	bigger	bar	is	not	necessarily	better.	For	most	owners,	a	16-inch	bar	is	enough.	The	longer	bars	can	be	interposed	and	increase	the	likelihood	of	a	dangerous	setback.3.	In	general,	the	most	expensive	saws	have	better
components	and	will	last	longer,	but	mostThe	Diyers	will	never	wear	even	a	less	expensive	saw.4.	The	security	team	is	not	optional.	You	need	a	helmet	with	facial	protector,	auditory	protector,	leather	gloves	and	special	chain	saws.	Wait	for	spending	around	$	120	in	total	for	these	articles.5.	In	many	cases,	you	can	the	same	saw	with	or	without	special
features	such	as	chain	tensioning	without	tools.	You	can	save	money	by	giving	up	some	comfort.6.	If	you	are	not	experienced	with	chainsaws,	consider	buying	a	full-service	dealer	who	can	help	you	set	up	the	saw	and	show	you	how	to	start	it.	For	more	details	on	the	safe	use	of	saws	and	safe	cutting	techniques,	see	Using	a	chain	saw	safely.Brands	&
Reviews:	3	chain	saws	for	a	tight	budget	We	limit	this	class	of	saws	to	a	price	below	$150,	which	means	they	usually	have	an	engine	size	below	40	cc.	If	you	are	not	heating	with	wood	or	cutting	down	2	feet	in	diameter	trees,	a	chain	saw	in	this	category	may	be	all	you	need.	We	have	tested	three	saws	that	cost	less	than	150	dollars.	Keep	in	mind	that
if	you	increase	your	budget	to	$200,	you	will	have	many	more	options,	which	will	include	Stihl,	Echo,	Husqvarna	and	Jonsered	saws.Exam	1:	Homelite	UT10	560Homelite	UT10	560Engine	dimensions:	38	cc	Bar	length:	16	inches.	Price:	around	$139This	saw	has	many	nice	features	including	air	purge,	springs	for	vibration	control,	toolless	chain
tensioner	and	transparent	oil	and	gas	tanks,	and	comes	with	a	case.	We	found	the	toolless	mechanism	a	bit	more	difficult	to	use	than	most	and	the	distance	between	the	handle	and	the	chain	brake	a	bit	tight.	Online	reviews	are	varied,	but	our	test	saw	worked	smoothly.Exam	2:	Poulan	P3816Poulan	P3816Engine	dimensions:	38	cc	Bar	length:	16
inches.Price:	around	$139Like	the	craftsman	(below),	this	saw	includes	an	air	purge	bulb	and	comes	with	a	sheath.	It	does	not	have	the	chain	tensioner	without	tools,	but	it	has	a	chain	tensioner	built	into	the	bar	that	is	easier	to	access	than	more	conventional	chain	voltage	regulators.	You	have	to	remove	the	screws	to	access	the	air	filter.	We	like	the
big	grips	of	the	fuel	and	oil	lids,	but	we	do	not	like	the	fact	that	there	is	no	vibration	damping	incorporated	into	the	handle.	For	the	same	price,	the	Craftsman	offers	additional	chain	tensioner	with	no	tools.Review	3:	Craftsman	Craftsman35170	Size:	38	CC	Bar	length:	16	ing.	Price:	around	$	150	This	handmade	mountain	range	seems	to	be	identical	to
the	Poulan	P3816	(above),	except	that	the	craftsman	has	the	toolless	chain	tensor.	The	saw	has	an	air	purge	and	includes	a	transport	case.	We	had	a	little	more	difficult	time	to	start	this	saw	than	we	had	with	some	of	the	most	expensive	models.	We	do	not	like	the	lack	of	vibration	damping	in	the	handle	of	this	saw.	Otherwise,	it	is	a	good	value	and	it	is
worth	considering	in	the	price	range	of	less	than	$	150.	You	wonder	why	a	saw	chain	costs	30	percent	more	than	another	saw	of	comparative	size?	Here	is	a	list	of	the	features	that	you	will	find	in	more	expensive	saws:	the	crank	crank	crank	crank	crank	crank	crank	crankshafts	vs.	or	of	three	pieces,	means	less	vibration	and	a	longer	life.	Forced
instead	of	stamped	connection	loops.	Forged	bars	are	stronger.	The	unique	centelane	incorporated	in	the	steering	wheel	means	a	better	airflow	for	better	engine	performance.	Cylinders	impregnated	with	chrome.	Cylinders	impregnated	in	chromium	have	microscopic	pores	that	hold	oil	to	help	lubricate	the	piston.	SAVÍA	Reviews:	4	chain	saws	for
medium	use.	We	limit	this	class	to	a	price	point	of	less	than	$	350	with	engines	of	about	40	cc.	If	you	cut	the	wood	several	times	a	month,	you	want	a	saw	that	doesn't	fight	when	it	is	cut	to	full	capacity,	or	just	like	buying	high	quality	tools,	then	this	is	the	category	for	you.	Saws	in	this	range	often	include	all	the	quality	components	and	features	of
chain	saws	more	expensive.	They're	just	not	so	powerful.	Renoview	4:	Stihl	MS	230	C-Bestihl	MS	230	C-Beedgine	Size:	40.2	CC	Bar	length:	16	in.	Price:	around	$	350	This	saw	is	loaded	with	every	feature	that	you	might	want,	in	addition	to	It	is	produced	in	seriesStihl’s	carbide-tip	chain.	But	what	really	sets	it	apart	is	the	Easy2Start	system.	A	smooth
and	steady	pull	on	the	starter	cord	releases	a	spring	that	is	released	when	it	exceeds	the	compression	pressure,	rotating	on	the	engine.	It	is	noticeably	easier	to	throw	away,	without	the	shudder	you	normally	feel.	We	also	like	like	it	The	air	cover	and	gas	and	oil	tapas	are	easy	to	remove	and	replace	without	tools.	For	an	extra	$	50	on	similar	sizes,	you
get	a	chain	saw	that	is	easy	to	start	and	includes	a	carbide-tipped	chain.	Commentary	5:	JonseRed	CS	2240	SjonSered	CS	2240	Size:	40.9	cc	Bar	length:	16	inches.	Price:	About	$	300	You	can	not	go	wrong	by	buying	a	jonsered	saw.	Jonsered	offers	models	in	all	but	the	lowest	price	range.	This	saw	includes	a	tool-free	chain	tensioner,	a	boot	cable	with
spring	support,	a	prelimation	system	of	air	filters,	a	downward	pressure	switch	and	back	to	boot,	a	fuel	level	indicator	and	robust	springs	for	the	damping	of	vibrations.	The	saw	begins	easily,	runs	soft	and	short	quick.	We	could	not	find	any	fault	with	this	saw.	Comment	6:	Husqvarna	440	E-SeriesHusqvarna	440	E-Series	Engine	size:	40.9	cc	Bar
length:	16	inches.	Price:	About	$	290	as	with	the	Jonsered,	you	can	buy	a	Husqvarna	with	confidence,	knowing	you	are	receiving	one	of	the	best	chain	saws	in	the	market.	In	fact,	under	the	deck,	this	saw	is	identical	to	CS	2240	S	and	has	all	the	same	features	(see	Jonsered	above	CS	2240	S).	We	could	not	discern	any	difference	in	the	way	the	two	saws
begin,	run	and	cut.	The	free	tensioner	of	tools	in	both	sierras	is	exceptional.	There	is	a	great	hike	that	moves	to	give	you	extra	leverage,	and	the	adjuster	has	â	€	œpultsâ	€	that	are	big	enough	to	work	with	gloves	on.	If	you	are	trying	to	decide	between	JonseRed	CS	2240	S	and	this	saw,	we	recommend	that	you	choose	the	one	that	is	available	at	a	local
distributor.	The	Husqvarna	narrowed	the	almost	identical	jonsered	for	our	editors	Choose	only	because	the	retail	price	was	$	10	less.	7:	Echo	CS-400Echo	CS-400Medium	size:	40.2	cc	Bar	length:	16	inches.	Price:	about	$300	Here	is	another	top	quality	saw	of	a	respected	name	on	the	external	power	team.	The	Echo	CS-400	includes	an	air	purge	bulb,
air	pre-cleaner	and	an	airer	cover	that	is	easy	to	remove	without	tools.	This	saw	lacksChain	tensioner	without	tools,	but	it	has	an	easy	boot	system	that	works	well.	There	is	a	small	switch	switch	to	turn	on	and	off	the	engine	and	a	separate	strangulation	lever.	The	saw	has	rubber	bushes	instead	of	springs	to	cushion	the	vibrations.	It	starts	easily	and
works	very	well.	However,	unless	you	find	it	for	sale,	we	recommend	the	jonsered	or	the	Husqvarna,	since	they	have	better	features	for	the	same	price.	Sawing	fines:	3	Saws	of	chain	for	heavy	useHusqvarna	450	Dimensions	Motor:	50.2	cc	Length	From	the	bar:	12	in.	Ã	¢	â	€	¢	â	€	¢	20	inches.	Price:	Around	$	359Stihl	MS	271	Dimensions	Motor:	50.2
cc	Bar	Length:	16	inches.	«20	inches.	Price:	Around	$	430JonSered	2250	Engine	StamaÃ	±	1:	50.2	DC	Bar	Length:	16	inches.	«18	inches.	Price:	Around	$	390th	class	includes	saws	that	cost	$	350	to	$	600	with	motor	than	40	cc.	If	you	have	acres	of	land	and	spend	a	lot	of	time	in	the	logging	and	cleaning	of	trees,	spend	a	little	more	on	a	chainsaw
makes	sense.	The	saws	of	this	category	have	the	best	quality	components	and	are	made	to	withstand	daily	use.	In	addition,	you	can	get	more	large	motors	capable	of	handling	more	long	bars.	The	three	saws	here	are	typical	for	this	range.	spectrum.
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