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No. 46 Mike Akhigbe Way, Jabi, Abuja. Email:info@partnersnigeria.org Phone: (+234) 8 091 257 245 How to get therePublic Defender (PDO) No 70, Lamido Crescent, Nassarawa. Kano Nigeria’s 2015 criminal justice reforms promised to address serious issues such as pre-trial detention. New tactics to ensure implementation of the law are underway
with the leadership of civil society, law students and the donor community.This is the last chapter in a four-part series on how access to justice builds resilience in the Sahel. Read the introduction here. As the recent killings of peaceful protesters in Lagos have highlighted, Nigeria faces significant challenges to the rule of law, including widespread
corruption, insecurity and rights violations1. Less visible but no less important, ordinary Nigerians face obstacles on their path to justice, including insufficient legal aid and slow and costly court processes2. JP Global Insights on Access to Justice 2019 respondents who experienced legal problems in the past two years experienced some kind of
hardship, and 84% of this group lost their jobs as a result.3 These disruptions undermine the legitimacy of the state and threaten national security because the lack of provision of essential public services, particularly in the North, where Boko Haram remains active, creating the conditions for mass unemployment. The epidemic of pre-trial detention,
which delays justice and contributes to prison overcrowding, is of particular urgency in the area of criminal justice. More than two-thirds of those detained in Nigeria have not yet been tried, almost double the average for Africa as a whole and three times the rate for Europe.5 The state has held some prisoners without trial for more than a decade,
violating their rights. In due process, obstructing access to justice. Justice. The system, and “exposing them to the continued risk of disease and torture”.6 According to civil society actors interviewed by the Global Justice Project, several factors have contributed to high rates of pretrial detention in Nigeria. Detainees are often held without bail due to
outdated record keeping and insufficient legal representation at the time of arrest. Prison officials may not know the correct age or identity of some detainees, which may prolong detention and increase recidivism. In some cases, detention works as a means of extracting bribes or other improper payments. Unresolved civil disputes may prompt an
aggrieved party to file a criminal complaint, whining the justice system. In 2015, Nigeria’s Parliament passed important legislation to reform the administration of criminal justice, including preventive detention. This new statute, known as the Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA), is intended to build the official capacity of prosecutors, prison
and judicial capacity at the federal level, reducing costly delays and protecting the rights of detainees. It includes an important part of a comprehensive legal framework that, if fully implemented, could help bring the Nigerian justice system into compliance with international law. The ACJA replaces two existing statutes that had provided a separate
criminal justice process in the northern states, helping to harmonize Nigeria’s federal system.8 The ACJA also requires new technical systems, including a central registry of criminal records; imposes new timelines for registering and reporting arrests, hearing bail applications and inspecting (a) To establish places of detention; And most significantly,
it limits the use of remorse and sets time limits on arrest. 9. More complicated Nigeria is a federal system in which sovereignty is shared between the states and the national government. Therefore, individual states should Putting all these measures into practice will require adequate funding, effective coordination and political will. To accelerate
these reforms, the ACJA created a follow-up committee composed of representatives of the Government and civil society.11 The Follow-up Committee of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJAMC) meets regularly in Abuja, where it resolves issues related to adoption and implementation. Members include academic institutions, non-
governmental organizations, local charities and legal defence funds. ACJAMC provides these civil society actors with an opportunity to interact with officials of the federal courts, the police and the prison system, and serves as a conduit for the training of young legal professionals. 53% of respondents to WJP Global Insights on Access to Justice 2019
in Nigeria who experienced a legal problem in the last two years also experienced some kind of hardship. Many of the reform elements related to the implementation of the ACJA have been supported by a MacArthur Foundation Big Bet. Its aim is to reduce corruption in Nigeria by supporting “Nigerian-led efforts that strengthen accountability,
transparency and participation”.12 Its approach to social accountability matches “enabling environments for collective action” with “capacity of the state to respond to the voice of the voice of the state.” The key to this theory of change are tactical pilot programs that can demonstrate the positive impact of reform, stimulate innovation and motivate
leadership in other sectors of government. Legal education has been used in the effort to reform pre-trial detention. At the level of institutional reform, a network of law schools and civil society organizations is working to build capacity and increase adherence to the officers While at the base level, an intersectoral collaboration is creating awareness
and equipping detainees so that they can navigate the judicial process. One from top to bottom down is the Reform Kuje Prison Project which is being implemented by New Rule, Partners West Africa Nigeria and the Network of University Legal Aid Institutions of Nigeria. Funded by the U.S. Department of State’s International Bureau of Narcotics and
Law Enforcement (INL), this project pairs law students with pro bono lawyers to help streamline administrative procedures, protect the rights of defendants, and reduce the use of pre-trial detention in a medium-security prison where 82% of detainees are awaiting trial.14 and monitor the system’s new inmate tracking database. Clinical law students
support the ACJA by empowering officials to meet new limits on the scope and duration of pre-trial detention. Knowing the age and background of each detainee helps court officials intervene to stop improper detention, prioritize the release of low-risk offenders, and prevent juveniles from being charged as adults. In addition, legal education
programs can help give “voice” to those most affected by ACJA detainees themselves. A creative example is the Informal Court of Justice being set up by the Aardschap Foundation, in partnership with local civil society organisations, at the Ikoye prison in Lagos. This project, which combines informal legal training with civic theatre, will allow remand
prisoners to rehearse their own cases before a peer court, acclimatizing them to the judicial process before appearing before a judge. Their stories will also be presented at art installations in Nigeria and the Netherlands, helping to spread the theme.These projects and other participatory education initiatives help bridge the gap between legal
frameworks and actual practice on the ground. To learn more These efforts and related data of WJP, please see a video recording of our recent workshop on over Education: Pre-trial Detention Reform in Nigeria 15 Next > Taking advantage of Informal Justice: How to Counter Descent-Based Slavery in Mali 1 Nigeria is currently ranked 108th out of
128 countries measured by the WJP Rule of Law Index. Compared to other countries in sub-Saharan Africa, as well as lower-middle-income countries as a group, it still scores below the average of several standards of law factors, including the absence of corruption, fundamental rights, order and security, and regulatory enforcement. Other subfactors
reveal flawed results: Nigerian civil justice is subject to unreasonable delays, and criminal justice is not involved in freedom from corruption, timely and effective adjudication, and due process and the rights of defendants. See the Global Justice Project, the WJP 2020 Law Index, 2A¢ In a national survey, 60% of Nigerians reported having experienced
a legal problem in the past two years. Among the 40% of respondents within this group who considered their problem and resolved it completely, the resolution process took 14.2 months on average. See Global Justice Project, Global Ideas on Access to Justice 2019, . 3 ibid. For data on the prevalence of extreme poverty, consult the World Bank, the
World Development Indicators, the relationship between poverty and poverty, the relationship between the poverty count at $ 1.90 per day (PPP 2011) (% of the population), CATALOGUE / DESAR INDICATORS WORLD ROLE 4A" DANIEL A. TONWA Y SURULOLA ]. EKE (2013) State Fragility and Violent Uprising in Nigeria, African Security Review,
22:4,232-243, DOI: 10.1080 / 5th Open Society Foundations, “Improving Pre-Trial Justice: the Roles of Lawyers and Paralegals”, “2012, p. 30 6 Ibid. 7. Articles 9 and 10, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 12 April. April. CCPR/C /NGA /Q /2 / Add.1 8'Rose UGBE, a critic of the Law of Nigerian Administration of Criminal Justice
2015 and the challenges in the implementation of the Law, AFLCLJ 4 (2019), PE. 70A ¢ justice act i2015 and challenges in the and falanges in the implementation of the act 9A ° 10. To date, 29 states and the territory of the Federal Capital (FCT) have scared the ACJA . The local versions have to go through many northern states, including
Borno, Gombe, Katsina, Kebbi, Niger, Yobe, Taraba and Zamfara. See ACJL Tracker AtA ¢ 11A, Supra Ahaha 2015, Part 46 12. The Foundation has granted $ 66.8 million in 138 scholarships in 2015-2019, as part of its strategy of Nigeria, which aims to transform Nigerian criminal justice from above and below. For a discussion on the "clear line of the
site", in the indicators of criminal justice reform, see the 2019 Evaluation and Monitoring Report, available at BIG-BET-2019- Annual Report / 13A, Fox, Jonathan A. "Social Responsibility: What does evidence really say?" A, World Development 72 (August 2015), 346-361. 14- ¢ 15A ¢ Performed in Association with the Aardschap Foundation for the
Knowledge Platform for the Annual Safety and Rule of Law Conference (KPSRL) 2020. The support of "Civil Justice Access in the Sahel" has been provided by the Knowledge Management Fund , a program of the safety of the Knowledge Platform and the Rule of Law at the Institute of International Relations of Cyclingel, PAAES Netherlands. Low.
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