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Stay organized with collections Save and categorize content based on your preferences. When input focus moves into or out of an editable text field, Android shows or hides the input method (such as the on-screen keyboard) as appropriate. The system also makes decisions about how your UI and the text field appear above the input method. For
example, when the vertical space on the screen is constrained, the text field might fill all space above the input method. For most apps, these default behaviors are all that's needed. In some cases, though, you might want to more directly control the visibility of the input method and specify how you'd like your layout to appear when the input method
is visible. This lesson explains how to control and respond to the input method visibility. Show the input method when the activity starts Although Android gives focus to the first text field in your layout when the activity starts, it does not show the input method. This behavior is appropriate because entering text might not be the primary task in the
activity. However, if entering text is indeed the primary task (such as in a login screen), then you probably want the input method to appear by default. To show the input method when your activity starts, add the android:windowSoftInputMode attribute to the element with the "stateVisible" value. For example: ... ... Note: If the user's device has an
attached hardware keyboard, the soft input method does not appear. Show the input method on demand If there is a method in your activity's lifecycle where you want to ensure that the input method is visible, you can use the InputMethodManager to show it. For example, the following method takes a View in which the user should type something,
calls requestFocus() to give it focus, then showSoftInput() to open the input method: fun showSoftKeyboard(view: View) { if (view.requestFocus()) { val imm = getSystemService(Context.INPUT METHOD SERVICE) as InputMethodManager imm.showSoftInput(view, InputMethodManager.SHOW IMPLICIT) } } public void showSoftKeyboard(View
view) { if (view.requestFocus()) { InputMethodManager imm = (InputMethodManager) getSystemService(Context.INPUT METHOD SERVICE); imm.showSoftInput(view, InputMethodManager.SHOW IMPLICIT); } } Note: Once the input method is visible, you should not programmatically hide it. The system hides the input method when the user
finishes the task in the text field or the user can hide it with a system control (such as with the Back button). When the input method appears on the screen, it reduces the amount of space available for your app's Ul. The system makes a decision as to how it should adjust the visible portion of your UI, but it might not get it right. To ensure the best
behavior for your app, you should specify how you'd like the system to display your Ul in the remaining space. To declare your preferred treatment in an activity, use the android:windowSoftInputMode attribute in your manifest's element with one of the "adjust" values. For example, to ensure that the system resizes your layout to the available space—
which ensures that all of your layout content is accessible (even though it probably requires scrolling)—use "adjustResize": ... ... You can combine the adjustment specification with the initial input method visibility specification from above: ... Specifying "adjustResize" is important if your Ul includes controls that the user might need to access
immediately after or while performing text input. For example, if you use a relative layout to place a button bar at the bottom of the screen, using "adjustResize" resizes the layout so the button bar appears above the input method. You can’t perform that action at this time. You signed in with another tab or window. Reload to refresh your session. You
signed out in another tab or window. Reload to refresh your session. Hadlee Simons / Android AuthorityTL;DR References to a split keyboard layout have reportedly been found in Gboard. This would be a major addition for foldable and tablet devices. Gboard has been around for ages now, offering features like swipe typing, emoji/GIF search, one-
handed mode, and theme support. One feature that’s been missing for a long time is a split layout though, being handy for tablets and foldables (or for those using their phones in landscape mode). This layout means you can comfortably reach all the letters when typing with two hands.It’s a strange omission but Android Police has now spotted a
reference to a split layout in the Gboard beta (version 11.5.05.427194903) on the Galaxy Z Fold 3. Check out their screenshot below.The reference mentions the ability to duplicate some keys when using the split keyboard layout in Gboard. The split layout itself isn’t available yet, however, but the mention essentially confirms that Google is indeed
working to bring it to Gboard.This would be a long-overdue and welcome move, as Galaxy Z Fold 3 owners are stuck with the default Samsung Keyboard (or third-party keyboards) if they want a split keyboard layout. In fact, this was one of the complaints we had in our Galaxy Z Fold 3 second-opinion review. This addition would also be great for
tablets, giving users a more comfortable way to type with two hands without downloading third-party keyboards.It wouldn’t be the only way Google caters to large-screen Android devices, as the company has also pushed out Android 12L recently. This Android update brings UI enhancements for big screens, a native taskbar, more intuitive split-
screen multitasking, and several other tweaks.
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