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This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	quotes	to	reliable	sources.	The	material	not	supplied	can	be	contested	and	removed.	Find	sources:	"Marriage	in	Scotland"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(February	2010)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	model	message)	A	Scottish	wedding	party.	Both	the	groom	and	the	witness	wear	kilt.	Marriage	in
Scotland	is	recognized	as	a	civil	and	religious	union	among	individuals.	Historically,	marriage	law	has	developed	differently	in	Scotland	to	other	jurisdictions	in	the	UK	as	a	result	of	differences	in	Scottish	law	and	the	role	of	the	separate	established	Church	in	Scotland.	These	differences	led	to	a	tradition	of	couples	from	England	and	Wales	who	moved	to	Scotland,	especially	to	get	married	in	border	cities	like	Gretna
Green.	The	minimum	legal	age	to	enter	a	marriage	in	Scotland	is	sixteen	years	and	does	not	require	parental	consent	at	any	age.	In	the	Scots	law,	there	is	a	distinction	between	so-called	religious	marriages,	led	by	an	authorized	celebrant	and	civil	marriages,	led	by	a	state	registrar,	but	anyone	over	21	years	can	apply	to	the	general	Chancellor	for	authorization	to	conduct	a	marriage	under	s12	of	the	Marriage	Act	1977,
and	no	form	of	religious	ceremony	is	necessary.	Since	a	decision	by	the	general	Chancellor	in	2005,	legal	references	to	religious	marriages	must	be	"read	in"	as	a	reference	to	"religion	or	faith",	in	order	to	ensure	compatibility	with	the	1998	Human	Rights	Act	and	allow	humanists	to	conduct	legal	humanist	marriages,	which	as	civil	marriages	are	also	non-religious.	Since	2017,	the	Scotland	Humanist	Society	has
conducted	more	marriages	every	year	than	the	largest	religious	body,	the	Church	of	Scotland.	Civil	partnerships	became	available	to	same-sex	couples	in	the	UK	in	2005	and	granted	virtually	identical	rights	and	responsibilities	to	civil	marriage.	In	September	2011,	the	Scottish	government	launched	a	public	consultation	on	the	introduction	of	homosexual	marriage,	with	the	Scottish	government	pointing	out	"tend[ed]	to
the	point	that	homosexual	marriage	should	be	introduced".	[1]	On	February	4,	2014,	the	Scottish	Parliament	passed	a	law	of	same-sex	marriage	with	a	vote	of	105	to	18.[2]	History	Middle	Ages	and	the	early	modern	David	Allan	painting	of	Highland	Wedding	from	1780	In	the	late	Middle	Ages	and	early	modern	age,	girls	could	get	married	from	the	age	of	12	(while	for	boys	it	was	14)	and,	while	many	girls	of	the	married
social	elites	in	their	teens,	most	in	the	countries	of	the	low	marriage	period.	[3]	In	some	cases,	marriage	may	have	followed	fasting,	a	period	ofthat	in	the	Highlands	could	have	actually	been	a	trial	marriage	period,[4]	although	the	recent	scholarship	suggests	that	this	idea	is	the	result	of	the	mythology	of	the	20th	century	New	Age.	[5]	Weddings,	in	particularin	society,	they	were	often	political	in	nature	and	the	subject
of	complex	negotiations	on	the	tocher	(country).	Some	mothers	played	a	leading	role	in	negotiating	marriages,	as	Lady	Glenorchy	did	for	her	children	in	1560	and	1570,	or	as	a	matchmaker,	find	suitable	and	compatible	partners	for	others.	[6]	In	the	Middle	Ages	marriage	was	a	sacrament	and	the	key	element	of	validity	was	consent.	The	sacramental	state	has	been	removed	to	the	Reformation,	but	the	centrality	of
consent	has	remained.	[7]	Marriages	have	often	been	elaborated	for	public	celebration	and	celebration.	[8]	Among	the	poor	the	tradition	of	penny	marriage	developed,	from	which	guests	contributed	to	the	costs	of	the	occasion,	with	a	meal	after	the	ceremony,	sometimes	followed	by	music	and	dance.	[9]	At	the	beginning	of	the	modern	era	there	was	a	stress	on	the	duties	of	a	wife	to	her	husband	and	on	the	virtues	of
chastity	and	obedience.	As	the	patriarchate	has	worked	in	practice	it	is	difficult	to	discern.	Scottish	women	in	this	period	had	something	of	a	reputation	among	foreign	observers	to	be	sincere	individuals,	with	Pedro	de	Ayala,	the	Spanish	ambassador	to	the	court	of	James	IV,	noting	that	they	were	"absolute	lovers	of	their	homes	and	also	their	husbands".	[10]	Before	the	Reformation,	the	vast	marriage	bars	for	kin	meant
that	most	noble	marriages	required	a	papal	dispensation,	which	could	later	be	used	as	a	reason	for	annulment	if	marriage	turned	out	politically	or	personally	uncomfortable,	although	there	was	no	divorce	as	such.	6	After	the	mid-19th	century,	these	were	reduced	to	Leviticus	13:	4-13,	which	limited	them	to	relations	in	the	second	degree	of	kinship.	Separation	from	bed	and	board	continued	to	be	allowed	under
exceptional	circumstances,	usually	adultery	and	under	the	reformed	divorce	Kirk	was	allowed	for	reasons	of	adultery	or	desertion.	Scotland	was	one	of	the	first	countries	to	allow	desertion	as	a	legal	basis	for	divorce	and,	unlike	England,	divorce	cases	were	started	relatively	far	on	the	social	scale.	[11]	Irregular	marriages	and	brother-in-law	paintings	of	the	nineteenth	century	of	a	"feminine	penny",	one	to	which	guests
contributed	to	pay	for	the	cost	of	the	ceremony	and	for	the	benefit	of	the	couple.	According	to	modern	Scottish	law,	there	have	been	three	forms	of	"irregular	marriage"	which	can	be	summarized	as	the	couple's	agreement	to	be	married	and	some	form	of	testimony	or	proof	of	such.	An	irregular	marriage	could	result	from	a	mutual	agreement,	a	public	promise	followed	by	consummation,	or	cohabitation	with	habit	and
reputation.	[citation	required]	Everything	except	the	last	of	these	was	abolished	by	the	Marriage	(Scotland)	Act	1939,	from	July	1,	1940.	Before	this	act,	any	citizen	has	been	able	to	witness	a	public	promise.	The	tradition	of	elopingEnglish	in	search	of	blacksmiths	has	brought	legally	from	the	fact	that	blacksmiths	were	necessarily	citizens	and	often	could	be	recognized	by	strangers	from	their	presence	to	their	forge.	A
marriage	of	"cohabitation	with	habitconsiders"	as	was	known	in	Scots	Law	may	still	be	formed;	popular	described	as	"for	habit	and	reputation",	with	the	reputation	of	being	the	crucial	element	to	prove.	In	2006,	Scotland	was	the	last	European	jurisdiction	to	abolish	this	old	style	of	marriage	of	law	or	"marriage	for	cohabitation	with	habit	and	reputation",	with	the	passage	of	the	family	law	(Scotland)	Act	2006.	[12]
Marriage	and	Toll	House	border	weddings	in	Coldstream	Bridge,	on	the	Scottish	side;	the	river	forms	the	border	with	England	at	this	point.	In	the	18th	and	19th	centuries,	the	marriage	laws	in	Scotland	encouraged	the	practice	of	couples	who	wanted	to	marry	eloping	from	England	to	Scotland.	With	less	developed	transport,	many	of	these	marriages	were	in	Gretna	Green,	the	first	Scottish	settlement	on	the	main	street
of	the	west	coast	from	England;	from	here	the	term	Gretna	Green	marriage	for	transacted	marriages	in	a	jurisdiction	that	was	not	the	residence	of	the	married	parties,	to	avoid	restrictions	or	procedures	imposed	by	the	jurisdictions	of	the	house	of	the	parties.	[13]	Other	Scottish	border	villages	used	for	these	marriages	were	Coldstream	Bridge,	Lamberton	Toll	(in	Lamberton,	Berwickshire),[14]	Mordington	and	Paxton
Toll.	Portpatrick	in	Wigtownshire	was	used	by	couples	from	Ireland,	due	to	the	daily	service	of	boat	packages	in	Donaghadee.	The	famous	escape	marriages	of	Gretna	began	in	1753	with	the	death	of	the	Lord	Hardwicke's	Marriage	Act	in	England.	The	law	required	parental	consent	if	a	party	at	a	wedding	was	not	at	least	21	years	old.	However,	in	Scotland	it	was	possible	for	boys	to	get	married	at	14	years	and	girls	at
12	years	without	parental	consent.	Some	Greek	marriages	were	heirs	(sometimes	kidnapped)	heirs;	for	example,	Edward	Gibbon	Wakefield's	second	marriage	to	the	young	heir	Ellen	Turner,	the	abduction	of	Shrigley.	Other	reasons	for	Gretna	weddings	were	to	avoid	advertising	or	marry	immediately.	In	1856,	the	Scottish	law	was	changed	to	request	21	days	of	residence	for	marriage,	and	since	1929	both	parties	had	to
be	at	least	16	years	old	(although	there	is	still	no	consent	of	the	parents	necessary).	In	1940	a	further	change	of	law	was	made	to	abolish	these	irregular	marriages	with	the	statement.	The	residential	requirement	was	raised	in	1977.	[15]	Gretna	Green	remains	a	privileged	place	for	marriage	because	of	its	romantic	associations,	with	Dumfries	and	Galloway	(the	council	area	containing	Gretna	Green)	the	most	popular
area	to	marry	in	Scotland	in	2015	(4.395	weddings	in	Dumfries	and	Galloway,	on	a	total	of	29.691	weddings	throughout	Scotland).	[16]	Admissibility	The	marital	age	is	16	years	old.	Marriage	must	be	between	two	otherwise	unmarried	people.	(foreign	divorces	are	generally	recognized,	but	theExisting	polygamists	prevent	a	marriage	in	Scotland	as	this	would	be	treated	as	bigamy.	Some	relatives	cannot	get	married.
Under	the	Scots	law,	you	can	not	marry	one:	ancestor	or	descendant	sobling	aunt	/	uncle	or	grandson	adoptive	parentsbaby	Also,	the	following	marriages	are	not	allowed	if	not	under	certain	circumstances:	the	descendant	or	ancestor	of	the	spouse	or	former	spouse	of	the	descendant	The	list	of	proscribed	affinities	was	reduced	in	the	early	20th	century	by	the	Deceased	Wife's	Sister's	Marriage	Act	1907,	the	Deceased
Brother's	Widow's	Marriage	Act	1921	and	the	Marriage	(Prohibited	Degrees)	Relationship	Act	1931.	The	1977	Marriage	Act	(Scotland)	is	the	main	legislation	in	force	governing	marriage.	The	Marriage	(Scotland)	Act	2002	extends	the	availability	of	civil	marriages	to	"approved	places"	in	addition	to	the	register	offices	and	any	other	place	used	in	exceptional	circumstances;	Religious	marriages	in	Scotland	have	never
been	limited	by	location.	Marriages	can	be	conducted	both	by	"authorized	celebrants"	(usually,	but	not	always,	by	a	minister	of	religion)	and	by	an	"authorized	chancellor".	Both	parties	at	a	wedding	are	required	to	independently	present	marriage	notice	modules	to	the	district	registrar	where	marriage	must	take	place.	In	religious	marriages	a	"Marriage	Plan"	is	completed	by	the	parties	involved	and	subjected	to	the
local	registry	office	after	the	wedding	so	that	it	can	be	registered;	the	Wedding	Program	must	be	produced	to	the	person	who	performs	the	wedding	otherwise	cannot	happen.	After	the	ceremony	the	program	is	signed	by	the	couple,	their	witnesses	and	the	person	who	performs	the	wedding.	In	civil	marriages	the	Program	is	held	by	the	Chancellor	and	signed	after	the	ceremony.	Unless	expressly	authorized	by	the
general	Registrar,	it	is	necessary	to	provide	a	minimum	notice	of	15	days	for	a	wedding,	but	the	procedural	requirements	increase	it	for	most	weddings	to	4-6	weeks	to	make	sure	that	it	can	be	determined	that	there	is	no	impediment	to	marriage.	A	list	of	future	local	weddings	is	displayed	to	the	public	in	each	Registry	Office.	Benefits	and	consequences	Main	article:	The	legal	consequences	of	marriage	in	the	United
Kingdom	At	the	time	of	the	spouse's	death,	the	questions	to	the	other	spouse	do	not	incur	in	inheritance	tax.	The	property	by	default	will	go	to	the	spouse.	In	addition,	there	is	partial	pension	inheritance.	Non-British	spouses	may	obtain	residence	permits.	The	spouses	are	considered	a	duty	of	care	towards	each	other,	and	some	benefits	for	social	security	are	calculated	differently	from	those	for	individual	persons.
Foreign	citizens	wishing	to	marry	in	the	United	Kingdom	Since	1	February	2005,	visitors	wishing	to	marry	in	the	United	Kingdom	who	are	citizens	of	a	country	which	is	not	a	member	of	the	European	Economic	Area	(EEA),	must	request	a	visa	before	travelling.	Without	the	visa,	the	registrar	would	not	be	able	to	accept	the	marriage	notice	and	would	not	be	able	to	perform	the	wedding	ceremony.	Iwho	are	already	in	the
United	Kingdom,	and	are	citizens	of	a	country	which	is	not	a	member	of	the	EEA,	would	need	the	approval	of	the	Secretary	of	State	to	be	married.	This	will	be	provided	in	the	form	ofapproval	certificate.	Since	4	April	2011,	the	requirement	for	the	approval	certificate	has	been	abolished	by	the	United	Kingdom	Parliament	through	a	repair	order	under	the	1998	Human	Rights	Act.	Divorce	is	permitted	under	certain
circumstances,	as	is	civil	marriage,	although	different	religions	and	denominations	differ	in	the	fact	that	they	allow	religious	marriage.	Marriage	of	the	same	sex	Further	information:	On	February	4,	2014,	Scotland	became	the	17th	country	to	allow	marriage	between	people	of	the	same	sex.	[2]	Since	the	Scottish	government	had	announced	a	consultation	on	the	legalization	of	homosexual	marriage	in	September	2011,
the	initial	opinion	of	the	government	was	declared	favorable	to	the	legalization	of	homosexual	civil	and	religious	marriage,	but	allowing	religious	organisms	to	opt	for	the	execution	of	homosexual	marriages	if	they	desired	it.	As	was	approved	in	2014,	the	law	establishing	marriage	equality	in	Scotland	did	not	require	religious	institutions	to	hold	ceremonies	in	their	premises.	The	2011	consultation	resulted	in	a
widespread	debate	and	raised	50,000	responses.	The	Parity	Network	has	collected	over	20,000	responses	to	change	with	a	significant	majority	(18,500)	presented	through	the	Equal	Marriage	Consultation	Site	of	the	Parity	Network.	[17]	Scotland	For	marriage,	a	coalition	of	religious	bodies	opposed	to	change,	presented	about	20,000	postcards	to	the	Scottish	government	as	well	as	a	9,000	signature	petition.	[18][19]
After	the	analysis	of	the	answers,	the	Scottish	government	announced	that	it	intended	to	move	forward	with	the	legalization	of	homosexual	marriages,	although	with	plans	to	put	in	safeguards	to	prevent	religious	organisms	who	do	not	want	to	perform	such	ceremonies	to	be	persecuted.	They	found	that,	for	the	interviewed	in	Scotland,	36%	of	those	were	favorable	and	64%	against	proposals	when	considering	all
submissions	-	standard	responses,	postcards	and	petitions.	When	only	standard	responses	were	considered,	65%	were	favorable	and	35%	against	proposals.	[20]	Marriage	and	Civil	Partnerships	(Scotland)	Bill	was	put	in	front	of	the	Scottish	Parliament	at	the	end	of	June	2013.	From	the	passage	of	the	bill	in	February	2014,	it	is	expected	that	the	first	homosexual	marriages	will	be	solemnly	in	autumn	2014.	[21]	See	also
Dorothea	Christina	Thomas	Scots	Family	Law	Marriage	Civil	Partnership	in	England	and	Wales	Marriage	in	Northern	Ireland	References	"The	Scottish	government	launches	consultation	of	gay	marriage	-	BBC	News".	Bbc.co.uk.	E.	Ewen,	"The	early	modern	family"	in	T.	M.	Devine	and	J.	Wormald,	eds,	The	Oxford	Handbook	of	Modern	Scottish	History	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2012),	ISBN	019956369691,	p.
271.family"	in	T.	M.	Devine	and	J.	Wormalage
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BBC	News.	2006-02-14.	Retrieved	2021-01-20.	"Archived	copy".	Archived	from	the	original	on	2012-04-26.	2011-12-16.CS1	maint:	copy	filed	as	title	(link)	[4]	^	[5]	"The	bill	of	marriage	of	the	same	sex	of	Scotland	has	passed	(BBC	News)".	Bbc.co.uk.	Recovered	2021-01-20.	Retrieved	19	November	2012.	^
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